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Chairman’s
Corner

by Aggie Neck

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

A t the opening of the Second
Vatican Council, Pope John XXIII
prayed to the Holy Spirit: “You

help the  church by your presence and you
guide it infallibly. Renew your wonders in
this our day as for a new Pentecost.” We
in the Charismatic Renewal know that this
prayer was answered. We know that this
was a fulfillment of Scripture passages that
speak of God’s promise to send the Holy
Spirit. “I will pour out my Spirit upon your
offspring, and my blessing upon your de-
scendants” (Is. 44:3). “It shall come to pass
in the last days, says God, that I will pour
out a portion of my Spirit on all mankind”
(Acts 2:17).

Oh, what a gift to be living in this holy
time! The Renewal began because the
church cried out to God for help, the help
of the Holy Spirit, and God answered this
request. The Renewal of those early years
was exciting, but it was also a time of mis-
takes, a time of learning, and a time of
trying again. The fervor of the moment
urged us on in spite of human weaknesses.
We saw new signs and we experienced new
wonders. Our spiritual awakening began
a journey for us that became a way of life.

The Renewal today numbers approxi-
mately 120 million Catholics worldwide,
according to figures provided by ICCRS.
These are faithful people who serve the
Lord with all their heart, their soul, their
mind and their strength (Mk. 12:30).
These are days that show us there is
more—so much more—to be done. These
are days that are challenging and exciting
and full of promise and hope. God is not
finished with his plan. “I say that my plan
shall stand, I accomplish my every pur-
pose” (Is. 46:10). His plan stands firm, it
stands strong and full of potential for those
who believe. Regardless of how old we say
we are, how young we say we are; regard-

less of how long or short a time we have
been baptized in the Holy Spirit, God is
not finished using those who have said yes
to his call.

Saying yes to God should be something
repeated over and over again. Today would
be a good day to repeat that yes and ask
God to renew our zeal. “He who serves
God willingly is heard; his petition reaches
the heavens. The prayer of the lowly
pierces the clouds; it does not rest till it
reaches its goal, nor will it withdraw till
the Most High responds, judges justly and
affirms the right” (Sir. 35:16-18).

The future, the tomorrow of the Renewal, is
yet to be fulfilled. We are the people who
will pass on to generations yet to come the
history, the hope and the promise of these
graced years. The mighty move of the Holy
Spirit among the young people of today is a
sign that God is not finished yet. The ma-
ture should not say to the younger, “You have
no experience.” The young should not dis-
dain the wisdom of those who have served
longer. Rather the zeal of youth and the ex-
perience of years of service should blend and
unite us all. The harvest of the Lord stands
ready and ripe in fields shining and white.
The call of the harvest Master sounds forth.
It is his will that none be lost. “You are not
to spend what remains of your earthly life
on human desires but on the will of God”
(1 Pt. 4:2).

Lord, send out your Spirit! “Give new signs
and work new wonders; show forth the
splendor of your right hand and arm” (Sir.
36:5). Then, we shall be created and you
shall renew the face of the earth! ◆

Aggie Neck is Chairman of the National Ser-
vice Committee. She co-directs Servant
House, a Catholic Charismatic House of
Prayer in Marksville, Louisiana.

“I will pour out my Spirit…”



April/May/June 2003 PENTECOSTToday 3
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CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL AND THE PRESENT:

What is God doing today?What is God doing today?What is God doing today?What is God doing today?What is God doing today?
by Tom Curran

T here’s a story about a preacher
who would go around giving par-
ish missions. He was known for his

powerful style, preaching the Word with
hellfire and brimstone. He would preach
on one side of the church with the micro-
phone clipped to his shirt, then step over
the wire to the other side of the church
where he’d fume; then he’d step back over
to the other side and fume some more. A
family was seated in the second row with
a little girl who watched as the preacher
stepped over the wire and pointed his fin-
ger with his hellfire and brimstone mes-
sage. Finally she leaned over to her mother
and asked, “Mom, if he breaks loose, are
we in trouble?”

If I had to name what seems to be hap-
pening in the Renewal today, I’d have to
say that it seems as if the Renewal has be-
come domesticated. It has lost its teeth. I
hear many people in the Renewal recall,
“When I look back, I see a time when
people would say that if we broke loose,
the world’s in trouble!” But leaders today
are saying, “If we don’t break loose, we’re
in trouble!”

What is it that God seems to be saying to
the Renewal today? The key to going for-
ward, to breaking loose, to moving into

That is the dramatic
situation that we face some

thirty-five years into the
Renewal.

Are we handing on, or are
we betraying the grace
that we have received?

what it is God has for us today, is being
set free. Sometimes when we think of be-
ing set free, of experiencing more of what
God wants to do in us, we tend to think
of having more intense experiences. “Let’s
have more experiences of God’s anointing,
of God’s power, of God’s visitation. “Let’s
go to the prayer meeting.” And so we go
to the prayer meeting and we go up—and
then after the prayer meeting we go down.
But we haven’t gone anywhere. And then
the next week we come back and we go up
and then after the prayer meeting we go
down. And then we go to a conference and
we go up and then we go back to our
homes and we go down. But we still haven’t
moved anywhere! If we want to fulfill what
God has for us in the Renewal, we have
got to do more than just have more in-
tense experiences. When we go up, we have
got to stay up and we’ve got to move! We
have to move where God leads us.

Moving to where God leads us means
translating the graces given to us into a
dramatic testimony that people cannot
ignore. The Lord wants to forge our very
lives into a dramatic testimony. “Go out
into the deep!” Our call is not to be satis-
fied with what we’ve been given.

One Renewal leader put it this way; he
said, “I have a keen conviction that God
wants to do more in our ministry but God
is not entrusting it to us because we are
not as surrendered as we need to be to
safely receive what he wants to give.” That
is wisdom! We are held accountable for
what we are given, and God will be slow
to entrust us with gifts that we might
quickly betray.

This is the principle of tradition. The word
in Latin for tradition is tradere. It means
two things: it means “to hand on”, but it
also means “to hand over”, as Judas handed
over Jesus to the Pharisees. Tradere is a dra-
matic call: that which has been entrusted
to you, you are called to hand on to oth-
ers. The heritage of blessings that have
come to us in the Renewal, we are called
to hand on to others—and to fail to hand
it on is to hand it over, is to betray. That is
the dramatic situation that we face some
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thirty-five years into the Renewal. Are we
handing on, or are we betraying the grace
that we have received?

Personally, I do not believe that God wills
that Charismatic Renewal be a footnote
on this page in the history of the church.
God is not done with us yet, and so we
need to enter into the process of conver-
sion, the process of repentance, the pro-

cess of going deeper. How does that hap-
pen in our lives?

“Behold, we possess this treasure in earthen
vessels to make it clear that it’s surpassing
power comes from God and not from us”
(2 Cor. 3:7). We are broken vessels; we are
earthen vessels. But God has entrusted us
with such a treasure. What specifically can
we do? I want to suggest some practical

things that we can do to move toward be-
ing set free to fulfill what God has for us.

T he first call is to use the gifts that
we have been given. What has God
given to you? Put your gifts at the

service of God and the church.

The second thing is: take care of unfin-
ished business. Do you have something
that God has been calling you to do for a
long time, but you have been delaying?
Maybe you don’t see how God is going to
provide for you to get it done. You are
faced with a dramatic choice now. Are you
going to trust in God’s call, or are you go-
ing to trust in what you can see and make
happen? We are going to move more fully
into what God wants for us if we entrust
ourselves into the hands of God.

Finally, we learn in the Renewal to put our
lives at the service of others; but I want to
propose to you something else. If we are go-
ing to move forward into what God intends
for us, we will need to go beyond simply
trying to be of service to others and begin to
live for the sake of others. We need to begin
to see that the grace which we have been
given has been given not only for us, but has
been given for the sake of others.

My brothers and sisters in the Catholic
Charismatic Renewal, we have been
brought together at this conference not just
for ourselves, but on behalf of others. We
have experienced baptism in the Holy
Spirit not just for ourselves, but on behalf
of others; we have received gifts and graces
not just for ourselves, but for the sake of
others. I pray that together we will go forth
from this place not just for ourselves, but
for the sake of and on behalf of others. ◆

A Catholic lay evangelist, Tom Curran is Ex-
ecutive Director of Trin-
ity Formation Resources.
This article was excerpted
from his address at the
2002 National Catholic
Charismatic Renewal
Conference in Pittsburgh.
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See Future page 13

CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL AND THE FUTURE:

A vision for the formation of lay Christians

by Bishop Stanislaw Rylko

I believe the basic task the church con-
fronts at the threshold of the third mil-
lennium is the formation of the lay

faithful. Since the Second Vatican Coun-
cil we often speak of the “hour of the la-
ity” in the church. Lay Christians, in or-
der to answer fully to the call of Christ in
the historical moment at the beginning of
the millennium, should be well prepared
and aware of their vocation and mission;
that is to say, aware of their own identity
as Christians. The apostolic exhortation
Christifideles Laici reminds us that forma-
tion is at the same time a duty and a right
of the lay faithful (cf. n. 63). It is an ur-
gent need in an increasingly secularized
society where the dominant culture is of-
ten hostile to the Christian faith.

Consequently, the key objective of train-
ing is to form a clear Christian identity
in the lay faithful, who will then be able
to give authentic witness in everyday life.
Let us examine closely the meaning of
Christian identity and pinpoint its essen-
tial elements.

The Christocentric dimension: The
Christian identity springs from a vibrant
and mature faith in Jesus Christ. It involves
the whole person. It is a faith demanding
a definite choice and personal commit-
ment. To have one’s own name written in
the Baptismal Book is not enough to form
a clear Christian identity. A personal ex-

perience of God, a vital encounter with
Jesus, is of pivotal importance.

The ecclesial dimension:  The
Christian identity grows and develops
within the ecclesial community. It be-
comes an ecclesial identity. For the
Christian the link and reference to the
church is essential. The relationship with
the church is animated by deep faith and
filial love. Here the church is understood
not as something abstract, but as a con-
crete entity as parish or diocesan com-
munity vitally connected to the greater
structure of the universal church.

The sacramental dimension: This
is the most important feature that encom-
passes practically all that I have said be-
fore: Christian identity is of a sacramental
character because it originates from Bap-
tism. This is of central importance. Un-
fortunately the central role of the sacra-
ment is not well understood in all its depth
nowadays. Sometimes the celebration of
the sacrament becomes exclusively the oc-
casion for a family celebration, a solemn
rite without concrete consequences in
people’s lives.

There is a learned saying that well expresses
our Christian identity: operari sequitur
esse—action follows being. Baptism
changes the very being of a person. The
Christian receives a new life, engrafted in
Christ, dies with him in order to be raised
with him, and becomes a new creation.

Therefore, his action, his life must be dif-
ferent. It must correspond to the newness
of life started with Baptism. Here we can
find the basis and the center of Christian
formation. I think the Renewal in the
Spirit has understood this very well. Bap-
tism in the Spirit in the Catholic charis-
matic communities, when it is correctly
understood, constitutes a special form of
rediscovering of the sacrament of Baptism
with all the consequences in Christian life.
Many people all over the world have re-
discovered the beauty and the wonder of
the baptismal vocation thanks to the for-
mative pedagogy typical of Renewal in the
Spirit.

I would like to add two important elements:

◆ To be a disciple of Christ is demand-
ing and requires sacrifice; being a sign of
contradiction is deeply engrafted in the
Christian identity. The Christian is called
to live in the world as salt and leaven, to
have the courage to go against the current.

◆ Finally, it is important to remember
that the question of Christian identity is
an ever-open question that cannot be
closed once and forever. It is a never-end-
ing task and a never-ending challenge. To
examine our Christian identity is some-
thing we face every day in every situation.

There are two main arenas of Christian
formation: the family and the parish. The
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Making the connection:
Youth ministry and the
Catholic Charismatic Renewal

HOLY SPIRIT POWER
CAN CHANGE THE WORLD

By Bob Williams

by Fr. Tim Hepburn

While participating in the teen
track at the 35th Anniversary
of the Catholic Charismatic

Renewal Conference in Pittsburgh last Fall,
I came to  an important realization. Even
when raised in a charismatic family or
community, teens often have no connec-
tion to the Charismatic Renewal move-
ment and little knowledge of the grace of
baptism in the Holy Spirit. Those at the
National Conference last Fall were no ex-
ception. Although they were at a Charis-
matic Renewal conference, I heard no ref-
erences to the movement nor to the grace
of baptism in the Holy Spirit. The grace
was there, but the “family history” was not.

While there are some notable teen minis-
tries which have direct or indirect associa-
tions with the Charismatic Renewal, many
do not see themselves as part of the move-
ment. I was not surprised to see that Youth
Arise incorporates the initiatives of Life
Teen and the Franciscan University of

Steubenville into their training of young
adult leaders. Teen ministries like these
would, I believe, have been impossible
without the grace of baptism in the Spirit
in the Catholic Charismatic Renewal.
Now, in many ways these ministries are
forming our future as a movement.

For example, each summer over 28,000
teens attend summer youth conferences
sponsored by Franciscan University whose
charismatic roots are legendary. On Sun-
day morning at each conference, teens are
led to ask in faith for the strengthening of
the Holy Spirit. Many times Sunday morn-
ing finds over half of the participants com-
mitting their lives to Jesus as Lord, sing-
ing spontaneous praises to God in their
native and other tongues, and pledging
their lives to Christian vocation. Yet these
same teens have often never heard of the
Catholic Charismatic Renewal. They of-
ten do not know that what they are expe-
riencing is what the Charismatic Renewal
calls being “baptized in the Spirit.” They

just call it being Catholic. In this way, bap-
tism in the Spirit is penetrating the heart
of the church and we should give thanks.

The Catholic Charismatic Renewal, at least
in its anglo-American expression, is some-
what separated from her grandchildren. They
may be experiencing aspects of the grace that
gave birth to this renewal, but they often
don’t relate to the structures and traditions
of the renewal. The National Service Com-
mittee has diligently sought to foster rela-
tionships with ministries who bring baptism
in the Spirit to youth, including those not
explicitly connected to the Charismatic Re-
newal. Still, like a grandparent put aside, I
have been disappointed at the response of
vibrant youth movements who don’t see their
need for Charismatic Renewal anymore—
disappointed because we still have much
to give.

Is God calling the Charismatic Renewal
to reevaluate its service to the “morning
watchmen of the new millennium?” We
must move forward in the knowledge that
our teens and young adults still need bap-
tism in the Spirit, but in the ecclesial ma-
turity that asks how they will receive the
grace of Pentecost for this new day. This
thirty-six year-old movement still has
much to accomplish until the proclama-
tion of the Gospel is at the heart of the
church, until the charisms are integral in
all Catholic formation and until the holi-
ness of God fills the earth. At the close of
the 35th Anniversary Conference, I was
blessed by Bishop Stanislaw Rylko’s call to
the Catholic Charismatic Renewal to
ecclesial maturity and I am quite sure that
by “ecclesial maturity” he did not mean
growing old. Thank God for Youth Arise,
Life Teen, the Franciscan University and
the many other youth ministries. Thank
God for renewing our youth. ◆

Fr. Tim Hepburn is Liaison for the Charis-
matic Renewal in the Archdiocese of Atlanta.
He serves as Campus Minister of Georgia
State University, Emory University and Agnes
Scott College.

“The power Bob describes can ab-
solutely revolutionize one’s life,
one’s family, one’s job and one’s
world…Is Bob Williams right or is
he wrong?” From Introduction by
Jim Murphy

After reading this book, you will
better understand, accept and use
the power of the Holy Spirit that

Jesus promised us (Luke 10:19 and
Acts 1:8). Its use will make your
world a better place.

Available early summer 2003. For
previews and delivery updates visit
www.holyspiritpower.org.
E-mail: bob@holyspiritpower.org

2571 Warwick Dr.
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304
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Spiritual
Formation

by Dorothy Ranaghan

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Freedom in Christ

While browsing in a gift shop recently, I picked
up an assortment of note cards with delicate
and striking artwork. It surprised and delighted

me to discover that the artists were all handicapped men
and women who paint with their feet. Many of us think
that freedom means doing whatever we want, with few
restraints; and yet many, with great restraints, use their
freedom to overcome obstacles and to act. With two good
hands, I cannot paint even a stick man. These artists re-
fused to accept their “handicap” as a restraint and entered
into the creative process. This is freedom.

“What we believe reality to be will influence how we live”
(K. J. Koller). If freedom is the power to act or not to act,
and our actions form our lives, what belief system moti-
vates our actions? If our “reality” is that we have been made
one with Christ in baptism so that his life and mission
continue among us, does it affect our daily lives? The mis-
sion of Jesus was to “proclaim liberty to captives…to set
the downtrodden free.” Have we begun to grasp how fully
freed we have become? The Son has set us free, and we are
“free indeed” (Jn. 8:36). Or are we? Are we free of sin and
free of our “old self?” One of my favorite Christian songs
refers to Jesus as our “freedom waker.” Are we awakened,
or have we allowed ourselves to be “burdened again by a
yoke of slavery” (Gal. 5:1)?

What truth do we tell ourselves? We will act in accor-
dance to our perceptions. If I believe psychological type-
casting, (e.g. “I am an alcoholic,” “I am codependent,” “I
am depressed,” “ I am an introvert,” “I am an under-

achiever,” “I am a #3”) then, I will accept all the restraints
in that profile. I will have taken on a new yoke. Do I be-
lieve the power of the blood of Christ is inadequate to my
need/problem/captivity/old self? The more we reaffirm our
identity in Christ, the more our behavior will reflect our
freedom.

Our actions have meaning and value for building the king-
dom of God. We have choices to make. Free choices. With
each choice we expand or limit further choices. If we choose
what we cannot have (e.g. another man’s wife), then we have
chosen un-freedom.

We are not free to choose the consequences of our
actions, yet even some of these can be undone.
Did you, for example, fail to listen to your own

wishes and desires and choose a vocation that pleases your
parents, but which leaves you discontent? Like my friend
who left his bank job for medical school at a non-tradi-
tional age, you are free to change that decision. We are free
to make the choices that guide our lives.

With our freedom, we are always meant to choose to love.
Love is an action, not a feeling. Love is a choice; the only
truly free choice. If we seek merely to be happy, we may
remain selfish, and we may not love. But if we live in Christ
and as Christ, our choices will always be based on love, and
we will find the blessedness of doing the will of the Father.

Our freedom is about the possible. We limit Christ when
we set our boundaries too close, too soon, too low. All things
are possible with God. Have we set him free to live his life
in, with and through us? Let’s wiggle our toes and paint our
way out of the restraints we have placed on ourselves. The
world is waiting for the kingdom-building acts of love cho-
sen out of the glorious freedom of the sons and daughters
of God. ◆

Outline
A. An example of acting to over-
come obstacles.

B. Freedom is the power to act or
not act.

C. The perception of our reality will
influence our actions.

D. The Son has set us free from sin
and from our old self.

E. Accepting our freedom in Christ
vs. taking on a new yoke of slavery.

F. We are meant to choose to love.

G. Our freedom is integral to mov-
ing the plan of God forward.

Questions for Reflection
1. How does the work of Christ af-
fect our freedom?

2. How do our choices reflect our
view of freedom?

3. What restraints do you experi-
ence on your own freedom?

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
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National Conference to
convene in San Antonio
You are invited!
The National Service Committee, at the
invitation of the Catholic Charismatic
Center in San Antonio, will convene the
2003 National Catholic Charismatic Re-
newal Conference in San Antonio, Texas,
May 30-June 1 and you are invited!

Why San Antonio? Because it is a beautiful
and historic place with its Riverwalk, the
Alamo and the many missions nearby. But
more importantly because exciting things are
happening in the Renewal in San Antonio:
over forty local parishes have their Confir-
mation students and their parents attend Life
in the Spirit Seminars before Confirmation;
San Antonio is the home of a fledgling reli-
gious order, the Brothers of the Beloved Dis-
ciple, led by Frs. George Montague and Bob
Hogan, and the fully-alive Catholic parish
they lead.

Why this National Conference? In Pitts-
burgh we heard the Lord say clearly that
he is not done with this Renewal.
We are called to “remove all bounds to
hope,” and to “bring to life the ‘culture of
Pentecost’ in the power of the Holy Spirit.”
The conference will feature:
◆ Gifted speakers who will help us make

the journey (see back page ad).
◆ Special sessions in Spanish and Korean.
◆ Youth sessions.
◆ Children’s sessions led by the Disciples

of the Lord Jesus Christ from Texas.
◆ Ministry for healing and empowerment.
◆ Two pre-events on Friday, May 30: A

Day for Clergy, and a Day on Confir-
mation and Life in the Spirit.

◆ Jim Murphy will host a special pilgrim-
age prior to the Conference.

Visit our website, www.nsc-chariscenter.org
to register or for more information.

?
Why include the NSC in your will?
The National Service Committee relies
almost entirely on gifts from individu-
als to continue its mission. A bequest
will help our ongoing work of renew-
ing the grace of Pentecost in the life
and mission of the church.

Please consider a gift to the National
Service Committee when you make or
update your will. Making a gift to the
NSC can be as simple as adding a
codicil to your existing will or estate
plan.

You may use this or a similar state-
ment: “I/we bequeath $_____ (or % of
my residual estate) to the National Ser-
vice Committee of the Catholic Char-
ismatic Renewal of the United States,
Inc., P.O. Box 628, Locust Grove, VA
22508-0628.”

Please contact us for other ways to
give. And please let us know if you
have included us in your will so that
we can properly thank you.

2003 National Convention
Theme:  “Go and Bear Fruit That Will Last”

Speakers: Bishop Chito Tagle of  the Philippines, Fr. Leoncio Santiago, Fr. Bill Halbing,

Fr. Joe Cadusale, Fr. Ed Abano, Fr. Leonardo Polinar, Fr. George Da Rosa,

Walter Matthews, Jim Murphy, Sr. Nancy Kellar, Dr. Jaime Irizzari, and Bob Canton

June 27-29, 2003 For information:
Hilton Hotel Call:  (201) 333-3136 or (732) 255-4181
East Brunswick, N.J. email:  marpurie@aol.com or rccanton@aol.com
Registration Fees:  $30.00 website:  www.afccpc.org or www.experiencenetwork.net
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EXERT  YOURSELF!
by David Thorp

Perspire. It was the only word on the
piece of paper the woman handed me as
leaders from several prayer groups con-
cluded a time of prayer. She said, “I don’t
usually get words but I think I have a word
for you. I don’t know what it means.”
When I read it aloud everyone laughed.

But I prayed with the word. And it has
become a call and challenge from God: I
am to live by/through (per) the Spirit
(spire); I am to live by allowing the Spirit
to breathe into, in and through me. There’s
nothing really new about that word, that
manner of being a disciple of Jesus.

But we forget. We forget individually, as a
movement of Charismatic Renewal and
even in the church as a whole. We tend to
rely on our experience, our education, our
positions, our power. That’s why the call
urgently needs to be repeated to us (to me!)
and to the church. The more that the
Charismatic Renewal seeks to and actu-
ally does “perspire” the better we will serve
the church. We will serve the church pro-
phetically. We will be a reminder—some-
times irritatingly so—that the only way
to fully and authentically live as church is
by the power of the Holy Spirit.

“Perspiring” means developing a passion
for dynamic and life-giving tensions. A
recurring problem for us is that we don’t
like tension; we aren’t good at living in
tension. We settle for one thing or another,
rather than embracing both.

“Perspiring” says:
✔ We’re ready to go immediately and we
won’t go until the Spirit says so.
✔ We’ll wait until the Spirit directs our
moving and we won’t keep the Spirit
waiting.

✔ We won’t tight-fistedly hold onto the old
and we won’t be enchanted by novelty.
✔ We’ll be firmly grounded by the Spirit
and we’ll be ready to pull up stakes.
✔ We’ll be bold because it is the Spirit
of God that blows in and through us and
we’ll be humble because it’s the Spirit of
God that blows in and through us.
✔ We’ll be confident because it is with
the power of the Holy Spirit that we speak
and act and we’ll tremble in holy fear be-
cause it’s the power of the Holy Spirit that’s
active in us.

To “perspire” means to live on the edge—
reaching out in new ways, being carried/sent
to places we would prefer not go and to
people we would rather not approach. “Per-
spiring” has us risking—being misunder-
stood, unappreciated, looking foolish, fall-
ing flat. And to “perspire” is to be ever-vigi-
lant for and always discerning the Spirit’s
movement: Is this really the Holy Spirit that
we are following?

Charismatic Renewal as a movement serves
the church precisely by perspiring. We serve
the church by living in this prophetic way.

Perspiring is the always-challenging man-
ner of our living as a movement. But is
there a matter to our living? That is, is there
a particular ministry into which we are
being carried by the Holy Spirit by which
the Charismatic Renewal movement serves
the church and the world?

I have met people everywhere currently or
formerly involved in the Charismatic Re-
newal movement who are serving in par-
ishes as religious education teachers and
extraordinary ministers of the Eucharist,
on marriage preparation teams, on parish
councils, as pastoral associates and in other

staff positions. They are in pro-life activi-
ties: praying outside abortion clinics, help-
ing at crisis pregnancy centers, involved
in post-abortion healing ministries, advo-
cating for legislative change. They are in
leadership positions in dioceses. They are
in prison ministries and caring for the
poor. They serve the church as priests and
deacons, in consecrated religious life. None
of these activities is the core ministry of
the Charismatic Renewal movement.

Archbishop Paul Cordes, addressing the
National Catholic Charismatic Renewal
Conference in 1987, closed his remarks
with an exhortation: “Be who you are.
Be a movement of evangelization.” We
must hear that same exhortation repeat-
edly. We must heed that exhortation
with more zeal, with more imagination,
with greater effort.

LEADERS  FOCUS

▼

Intercessory Prayer

For the renewing of the grace of
Pentecost in the life and mission

of the church we pray:

Breathe in me, O Holy Spirit,
That my thoughts may all be holy.

Act in me, O Holy Spirit,
That my work, too, may be holy.

Draw my heart, O Holy Spirit,
That I love only what is holy.

Strengthen me, O Holy Spirit,
To defend all that is holy.

Guard me, then, O Holy Spirit,
That I always may be holy.

Prayer of St. Augustine
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LEADERS  FOCUS

Charismatic Renewal is to pour itself out
for the proclamation of the good news of
the kingdom of God. We are to spend
ourselves being heralds of the good news
that God, in Jesus Christ, is reconciling
the world—and every person—to himself.
We are to offer ourselves totally as minis-
ters of that reconciliation, appealing with
fervor to others and helping them to be
reconciled to God, to others, even with
themselves. Precisely in doing that we serve
the church.

We are to bring this Good News, to be
instruments of reconciliation in the only
effective way: in the power of the Holy
Spirit who is, according to Pope Paul VI,
the principal agent and goal of evangeli-
zation. We are to be inspired by the Holy
Spirit and to be instruments that per-
spire—work really hard—in our evange-

lizing activities. When we do that people
open their lives to the Lord and begin to
learn how to “perspire.” They find them-
selves inspired to serve God and to build
the Kingdom in many different ways.

In our evangelization ministry today we face
some special challenges. God has brought
many people across our individual paths and
to prayer meetings. In doing so God has
shown mercy as he healed them, helped them
to know him better, filled them with his Holy
Spirit, set them on a life of holiness and ser-
vice. And God showed us mercy in letting
us have it pretty easy to evangelize; God
brought people to us.

In most parts of the country prayer group
leaders have been saying for years that not
as many new people are coming. The “fish”
that God wants caught into his net are no
longer swimming near the “pier” of our
prayer groups. It is past time to launch out,
to leave the comfort of the pier and go
into deep waters way over any of our heads
(our ideas, preferences and comfort lev-
els). It is time to go to the places where
the “fish” are swimming. It is past time to
look at the “nets” (our methods and ex-
pressions of evangelizing) we have been
using and ask if God wants us to use some
new nets. I’m convinced God does!

There are so many more people who will
never come to hear the Good News, come

to the Lord to receive his reconciling love.
There are so many who won’t come to our
prayer meetings and seminars, to healing
services or conferences. So many do not
even know that such things exist. Since
they won’t come, we must go. We must go
to them, not simply in order to re-stock
our prayer meetings, seminars and confer-
ences, but to bring them the life-giving
message of the Gospel in the power of the
Holy Spirit, to bring them to an encoun-
ter with the living and reconciling Lord
who overcomes all alienation and gives
new life.

We also need to be challenged to see that
other individuals and groups—beyond the
movement as it is currently configured—
are also evangelizing in the power of the
Holy Spirit. We need to find ways to af-
firm their service to the Lord. We must
look for ways to learn from them. We must
pursue relationships with them and be-
come co-laborers for the glory of God.

Come on, now—perspire! ◆

A member of the Na-
tional Service Commit-
tee, David Thorp serves
as Liaison for the Char-
ismatic Renewal in the
Archdiocese of Boston.

Our Lady of Guadalupe Journey
with Fr. Richard Loch

The National Service Committee invites you to

6 days
August 25-31, 2003
$1529 from Houston
$1714 from Newark
Single supplement
$219

For information and
reservations contact:
Chariscenter USA
PO Box 628
Locust Grove, VA
22508-0628

Call: 1-800-338-2445
or visit our website:
nsc-chariscenter.org

Please pray for the following initia-
tives, activities and concerns of the

National Service Committee:

◆ For the 2003 National Catholic Char-
ismatic Renewal Conference in San An-
tonio, May 30-June 1, that this event will
impact the church and the nation through
thousands of people, renewed in hope,
carrying hope back to their homes and
communities.

◆ For all the Holy Spirit seminars that
are planned during the Easter Season,
that through them many lives will be re-
newed by the Holy Spirit.

◆ For those throughout the nation who
have worked so faithfully to foster bap-
tism in the Holy Spirit, that their work will
bear abundant fruit, and that they will be
sustained through every trial and illness.

◆ For a fresh outpouring of the Holy
Spirit in our parishes and communities
on Pentecost Sunday, June 8, 2003.

Mexico City ▲ Tulpetlac ▲ Puebla ▲ Coyoacan ▲ historic churches



April/May/June 2003 PENTECOSTToday 11

LEADERS  FOCUS
NEWSBRIEFS

National Service
Committee meets
The National Service Committee met in
mid-January in Augusta prior to the Gath-
ering of National Leadership Groups of
the Catholic Charismatic Renewal.

During the meeting the Committee said
goodbye to Deacon Bill Brennan and
Michele Greischar whose terms had come
to an end, and to Fr. Art Cooney, OFM
Cap., who had resigned earlier in January.
After the election of new members (see
article below), time was devoted to con-
tinuing the discussion begun during the
Committee’s December retreat meeting
(see From the Director, p. 14) about the
current state of the Renewal and the Ser-
vice Committee’s response.

The Committee also spent time praying
for the Renewal, reviewing the status and
membership of the NSC Council, evalu-
ating recent issues of Pentecost Today and
the Editorial Board’s work, and preparing
for its joint meeting with the Diocesan Li-
aison Steering Committee and the Gath-
ering of National Leadership Groups.

The meeting with the Diocesan Liaison
Steering Committee was also prayerful.
Discussion focused on the National Lead-
ers’ Conference to be held in November
in Nashville, and a cooperative venture
toward youth. ◆

NSC elects new
members
At its meeting in January, the National
Service Committee elected two new
members, Fr. John Gordon of Newark
and Chuck Hornsby of Augusta.
Josephine Cachia of Brooklyn was re-
elected to a second term. All three will
serve three-year terms.

A priest of the Archdiocese of Newark, Fr.
John Gordon was ordained in 1988. He
has been active in the Catholic Charis-

matic Renewal since 1975, having served
in a number of local, regional, national and
international positions, including Vice-
Chair of the North American Renewal Ser-
vice Committee (NARSC) and as a local
leader for the New Jersey Chapter of the
Fraternity of Priests. He has been a mem-
ber of the NSC Council since 2001. Fr.
John also serves as regional and
archdiocesan English-language Spiritual
Director for the Cursillo Movement. He
is Parochial Vicar of St. Adalbert Parish in
Elizabeth, New Jersey.

Chuck Hornsby is a native of San Anto-
nio, Texas, who moved to Georgia and
joined the Alleluia Covenant Community
in Augusta in 1976. Chuck has worked as
a teacher of the deaf, having taught in the
poverty-stricken districts of San Antonio.
He has served as a lay pastor, administra-
tor and head of finances for the Alleluia
Community, and presently serves as the
Community’s Pastoral Coordinator and
School Superintendent. He has been a
member of the NSC Council. Chuck and
his wife, Peggy, have three children. ◆
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Three basic signs of a charism
by Sherry Weddell

Some time ago I attended a gather-
ing of lay people committed to the
mission of evangelization. Near the

end of two days of sharing, the time had
come for the part that most of us dread: try-
ing to get practical and figure out where we
wanted to go from here.  As we discussed
the always-exciting prospect of creating yet
another ad hoc committee, one of our mem-
bers suddenly interrupted: ‘I was feeling great
about this whole meeting until this point. I
think we’re off track. I’m losing energy and I
don’t feel the Spirit anymore.”  Another
member echoed his concerns, “Me, too. I
don’t feel the Spirit anymore”.

It looked like the meeting was going to
come to a screeching halt when our mod-
erator, who knew both speakers well, in-
tervened. “Greg and Allen,” he said, “you
are both practitioners—you just want to
get out there and evangelize.” Both men
nodded. “That’s what energizes you. Com-
mittee work bores you, so of course you
feel a loss of energy. But we must not con-
fuse that lack of interest with the leading
of the Holy Spirit.”

My friends had not yet learned to distin-
guish between the signs that they were
working in an area of their own giftedness
and other ways in which the presence of
the Holy Spirit and our feelings interact.
Of the three basic signs of a charism—your
experience, your effectiveness, and the
feedback that you receive from others—
one’s personal experience can be the most
difficult to sort out.

Discernment is often complicated by the
fact that many Catholics have only one
category for unusual experiences of any
kind: the supernatural. We are not used

to distinguishing between the kinds and
purposes of such experiences and the very
human feelings that may accompany
them. Unlike many Catholics,
charismatics expect to feel God’s love and
presence in tangible, even remarkable
ways. But it can seem irreverent and un-
grateful to seek to evaluate their source and
meaning further. We can unintentionally
set such store by direct, supernatural in-
terventions that we regard more ordinary
means of discernment such as prayerful,
critical thinking as “unspiritual.” But the
God who created our minds and gave us
the Holy Spirit never intended these two
means of discernment to be in conflict.

What does this mean for the dis-
cernment of our charisms?
Typically (but not always) we

experience renewed energy, satisfaction and
joy at the moment that we are exercising a
charism. We may have a strong sense of the
presence of God when doing the activity in
question or find that we are spontaneously
moved to prayer or contemplation.

However, if we depend for our discern-
ment upon our personal experience alone,
it can be easy to confuse one of the signs
of a gift with the emotional ups and downs
that are just part of being human. That is
why the other two signs of a charism are
actually more important. Because a
charism is always for others and does what
it is supposed to do, we must pay atten-
tion to what God really does through us
when we take action, and to what people
tell us they observe. If we have a charism
of healing, people will get well. If we have
a charism of mercy, those who suffer are
truly comforted. If they are worse off af-
ter we’re done trying to “help”, then we

need to pay attention! How we felt while
we were engaged in the activity is never
the final word in discernment.

This also means that we cannot as-
sume that just because a supernatu-
ral joy often accompanies the use

of a charism, that the lack of joy and en-
ergy necessarily means that we are no
longer doing God’s will. It is entirely nor-
mal to experience a drop in energy and
satisfaction when we are involved in ac-
tivities to which God is truly calling us
but that do not draw upon our charisms.
No longer feeling the extraordinary en-
ergy that frequently accompanies a
charism does not mean that the Holy
Spirit is no longer present or that we have
somehow missed God’s will.

Experiences of extended dryness or “desola-
tion” are an important and common part of
spiritual growth as we mature, but their
meaning must be carefully discerned. We
must be careful not to jump to hasty con-
clusions. We need to take the joyful side-
effects of using a charism seriously, but hold
them lightly. As one guide in a larger dis-
cernment process, our personal experience
is valuable. But if we take it as our only clue
to the leading of the Holy Spirit, our feel-
ings can quickly become erratic tyrants that
obscure and undermine the quiet but pow-
erful ways in which the Holy Spirit works
when God feels farthest away. ◆

Sherry Weddell is Associate Director of the
Catherine of Siena Institute, a program of
the Western Dominican Province dedicated
to equipping parishes for the formation of
lay Catholics. For more information on the
Catherine of Siena Institute, visit their
website at www. siena.org.

C H A R I S M S
◆◆
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family is a “domestic church,” and parents
are the most important teachers and wit-
nesses of faith for their children. The ini-
tial formation a person receives in the fam-
ily marks the rest of that person’s life and
constitutes the most precious inheritance
parents can leave their children. Faith in
our modern society depends in great part
on families. Unfortunately the institution
of family, also among Christians, is going
through a period of crisis that influences
this important mission of educating and
transmitting faith.

T he second place of importance for
Christian formation is the parish.
The parish constitutes the main

structure for pastoral care and for the
apostolate. However, to be a truly mission-
ary community, it needs a vibrant network
of communities of different kinds, includ-
ing ecclesial movements.

The parish needs the ecclesial move-
ments to help it achieve a high standard
in religious instruction for the lay faith-
ful, and the ecclesial movements need
the parish. For the movements the par-
ish is a school of communion and of
mission. The large parishes, especially in
big cities, are often anonymous, so the
small communities help the lay faithful
to experience fraternal communion.
They become an important place for
Christian witness and spiritual support
in a world often hostile to Christian faith
and morals. The ecclesial movements are
also a privileged place where the Gospel
is announced directly in a personalized
and clear manner, and where lay men
and women play a major role.

What are the essential characteristics in the
formation of the lay faithful in these Chris-
tian communities? The Pope gives an ex-
tensive answer in Christifideles Laici (cf. n.
57-61). It will be useful to briefly men-
tion the points:

1) It is a unified and integral formation
engaging the whole person, in all aspects:
the natural and Christian dimensions, the

spiritual, doctrinal and missionary. The
basis should be a Christian vision of the
human person and her vocation. It should
be a coherent training that aims to form
strong and harmonious Christian person-
alities built on a convinced and vibrant
faith. Today, unfortunately, we meet too
many divided, fragmented, and even con-
tradictory persons among Christians.

2) It is an ecclesial formation. Christian
formation takes place in the church, which
as mother and teacher continually gener-
ates new life. The church gives us the guar-
antee and the certainty that we are truly
following the right path in educating from
the viewpoint of doctrinal content and
from the viewpoint of method rooted in
the Gospel and the tradition of the church.

3) The ecclesial dimension of formation
is a training oriented towards active par-
ticipation in the mission of the church.
In the missionary formation of the lay
faithful, ecclesial movements have brought
extraordinary fruits: fruits of missionary
courage and dynamism, helping many lay
faithful to overcome a certain shyness and
inferiority complexes when confronting
the world. At the same time they have
brought creativity and originality to the
methods of evangelization.

4) The process of formation is a demand-
ing process. Christ requires radical choices
from his disciples. The whole Gospel needs
to be taken seriously and lived to the full-
est. Sweetened forms of Christianity in the
long run do not convince anybody. We
need to have the courage to aim high, es-
pecially with the youth. We must say that
one of the secrets of success in the ecclesial
movements is that they do not restrain
from demanding decisive choices from
people. Movements are not afraid of plac-
ing high demands.

5) Finally, the whole process of Christian
formation is based on the principle of the
primacy of grace. John Paul II writes in
the Novo Millennio Ineunte: “There is a
temptation which perennially besets every

spiritual journey and pastoral work: That
of thinking that the results depend on our
ability to act and to plan” (n. 38). Pro-
grams are necessary, but they are not
enough. For this reason the Pope stresses:
“This training in holiness calls for a Chris-
tian life distinguished above all in the art
of prayer…our Christian communities
must become genuine schools of prayer”
(n. 32-33). In the daily life of the bap-
tized, more value should be placed on sac-
ramental life (I refer especially to the sac-
rament of reconciliation and the Eucha-
rist) and on listening to the Word of God.
In this field Renewal in the Spirit has
brought many good fruits to the church.
Many people have rediscovered the value
of prayer, Sunday Mass, reading the Scrip-
tures and sacramental reconciliation linked
to spiritual direction. They are very im-
portant fruits that need to be cultivated
with great care.

We have considered the vast panorama
of Christian formation: a great challenge
the church is facing on the threshold of
the third millennium. All ecclesial move-
ments, in virtue of their own distinctive
particular charisms, can and must give
an important contribution in this regard.
The church needs the ecclesial move-
ments! The church needs Renewal in the
Spirit! In order to answer the tremen-
dous challenge of formation, all ecclesial
movements—including Renewal in the
Spirit—need to grow in ‘ecclesial matu-
rity’ in order to gather mature fruits of
communion and mission.

On behalf of the Pontifical Council for
the Laity I wish to thank the Catholic
Charismatic Renewal and all its commu-
nities here in the United States for their
commitment to this. You are giving a won-
derful service to the church. Continue your
mission with courage and perseverance! ◆

Bishop Stanislaw Rylko serves as Secretary of
the Pontifical Council for the Laity. This ar-
ticle was excerpted from his address at the 2002
National Catholic Charismatic Renewal Con-
ference in Pittsburgh.

Future from p. 5
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From the
Director

by Walter Matthews
○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Discerning
the Spirit

Several years ago, as the NSC
worked through a number of is-
sues, it sought to clarify its role in

the Renewal in these words:
The National Service Committee is a
body of leaders in the Catholic Char-
ismatic Renewal who work together as
discerners of the Spirit to serve the Lord
in renewing the grace of Pentecost in
the life and mission of the church.

It shares pastoral responsibility for the
Catholic Charismatic Renewal with sev-
eral other leadership bodies in the Catho-
lic Charismatic Renewal with whom it
seeks to be in a good relationship.

The Committee meets to pray, discuss
and discern the Lord’s work in and
through the Renewal and the services
the Committee provides.

The Service Committee had regularly held
five meetings per year. The fifth, held in
the late Fall, was often referred to as a “re-
treat” meeting. The format allowed for
extended prayer, discussion and hearing
the Lord. Unfortunately, due to tighter fi-
nances, the Committee had not held re-
treat meetings in recent years.

With so many members having reached
their term limits and the advent of new
members (the current average length on
the Service Committee is under three
years), the members felt the need to con-
vene a retreat meeting. This was an act of
faith because, at the time of the decision,
the Committee did not have the money
to do so. The meeting was the fourth of
the year, finances having eliminated not
one but two meetings from the calendar.

So the Committee met last December at the
Catholic Charismatic Center in Saginaw,
Michigan, for extended prayer and “as dis-
cerners of the Spirit.” What happened and
what did the Committee hear?

The Executive Committee, under the lead-
ership of NSC Chairman Aggie Neck, had
prayerfully prepared the weekend under
the theme, “Be Shepherds of the Flock,”
(1 Pt. 5:2). Some additional Scripture pas-
sages/verses were identified for the Service
Committee’s prayerful reflection: John
15:16 (invitation); Hebrews 11:1, 6
(faith); 2 Timothy 1:6-7, 14 (anointing);
Ephesians 1:17-19 (infilling); 1 Timothy
4:12-16 (pastoral call); Isaiah 54:2-3 (vi-
sion); Mark 16:17-20 (mission).

It is the Service Committee’s
hope that in taking this extra time
for prayer and listening it may
make its contribution to that
“ecclesial maturity.”

During the course of the weekend, many
prophetic words were shared: words of
protection, encouragement and mission.
The Committee spent part of Saturday
afternoon praying with one another for
a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
Many individual words and images were
shared.

Our discussion was wide ranging. These
key points emerged:

◆ There is a need to break out of the past,
to think outside the box.

◆ There is a need to further discuss “char-
ismatic” language and, specifically, the title
“Charismatic Renewal.”

◆ Individual members and the Service
Committee as a whole need to own the

Vision and Mission Statements of the Ser-
vice Committee and its development in
response to Pope John Paul II’s teachings.

◆ There is a need to discuss further how
to implement the Vision and Mission
statements in new and creative ways.

◆ Finally, there is a desire among the
Committee members to have an annual
retreat meeting, as well as time at every
meeting to pray, discuss and “discern the
Spirit.”

In the Committee’s meeting in Augusta in
January, the prayer, discussion and discern-
ment continued.

Toward the end of Bishop Stanislaw
Rylko’s important talk at the 2002 Na-
tional Catholic Charismatic Renewal Con-
ference, he said: “The church needs Re-
newal in the Spirit! In order to answer the
tremendous challenge of formation, all
ecclesial movements—including Renewal
in the Spirit—need to grow in ‘ecclesial
maturity’ in order to gather mature fruits
of communion and mission.”

It is the Service Committee’s hope that
in taking this extra time for prayer and
listening it may make its contribution
to that “ecclesial maturity” to which
Bishop Rylko and, earlier, Pope John
Paul II have called us.

It is hoped that the convening of its first
National Leaders’ Conference since 1979
this coming November will also move this
Renewal forward to maturity. (More on
this in the next issue.) ◆
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Ministry
Update

by Virginia King
○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Friends of the NSC
We would like to introduce and
thank the following for becoming
Charter Members of Fanning the
Flame Partners:

Mrs. Jean Beers
Mr. Antonio Benavidez
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Bessler
Mrs. Jean Billingham
Mrs. Mary Bonderer
Mr. and Mrs. Hank Bonutti
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Brunette
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Bursley
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Cachia
Mr. Robert Canha
Fr. Larry Carew
Catholic Charismatic Renewal
Office - Albuquerque
Catholic Charismatic Renewal -
Columbus

Charismatic Renewal Office -
Brooklyn
Charismatic Renewal Services -
Boston
Mrs. Ingrid Climis
Fr. Art Cooney OFM. Cap
Mr. and Mrs. Rudolph Corwin
Mrs. Sue Dauzat
Fr. Robert DeGrandis, SSJ
Mrs. Dee Doucet
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Doyle
Mrs. Susan Duhon
Mr. Vincent Farley, Jr.
Fr. Robert Franco
Mrs. Joan Gahagan
Mr. and Mrs. Irving Goldberg
Fr. John Gordon
Mr. and Mrs. Allan Hartley
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Held
Mr. and Mrs. Ros Hernandez
Fr. Patsy Iaquinta

Mr. and Mrs. John Izzo
Bishop Sam Jacobs
Mr. and Mrs. Albert E. Katinsky
Mr. Albert J. Katinsky
Mrs. Virginia King
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Krehnovi
Ms. Doris Kresheck-Beyer
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph L’Allier
Mr. Merlin Laurent
Mr. and Mrs. Victor Leuci
Fr. Richard Loch
Mr. and Mrs. Gerry Mader
Mr. and Mrs. David Mangan
Fr. John McGuirk
Mr. Warren Miller
Mrs. Jackie Morgan
Fr. Richard Mroz
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Nawrocki
Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Neck
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Nehrbas
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Palmieri

Ms. Marie-Claudette Paul-Senat
Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Pudvah
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Puntsack
Mrs. Colleen Rawlings-Bernick
Ms. Maggie Roccaforte
Mr. and Mrs. Leo Rudegeair
Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Gregory
Serangeli
Servants of the Holy Cross
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Shade
Mr. and Mrs. David Thorp
Mr. and Mrs. Salvador Varela
Mr. and Mrs. David Weis

If you would like to become a
Charter Member of Fanning the
Flame Partners or would like
more info about Fanning the
Flame Partners, call us at
1-800-338-2445.

One of the great blessings of serv-
ing on the NSC is the opportu-
nity to see the great variety of

expressions of Catholic Charismatic Renewal
around the country. As we travel to differ-
ent locations for meetings and conferences,
we meet dedicated people serving their dio-
ceses through retreat centers, houses of
prayer, covenant communities, prayer groups
and renewal centers. Like facets of a jewel,
each reveals a different aspect of this great
renewal in the Holy Spirit.

In December, we had a meeting in
Saginaw, Michigan. The wonderful people
at the Charismatic Renewal Center there
treated us like royalty. We stayed at the
retreat house which this dedicated group
of people renovated from an old convent
which was ready to be torn down. Their
vision of a place of spiritual renewal, and
the way they have laid down their lives for
the sake of this vision, is truly inspiring. It
was a holy place, and we were privileged
to be able to soak in that holiness.

In January we had a meeting in Augusta,
Georgia, hosted by the Alleluia Covenant
Community. Again, this was an eye-open-
ing experience. This community pur-
chased quite a few houses in a slum area
of Augusta, moved in, prayerfully “cleaned
up” the area so that crime was greatly re-
duced, and renovated many of the homes.
They purchased a school that was being
closed and opened their own Christian
school. Again, the transformation of the
places where they live and pray took a lot
of hard, physical labor.

Our “life in the Spirit” is lived on every
level—physical, spiritual, emotional, rela-
tional. Each place we visit gives evidence
that the Holy Spirit draws people together
and helps them grow in wisdom, age and
grace as they serve the Lord. In the same
way that no two families are exactly alike,
so are no two expressions of Catholic Char-
ismatic Renewal alike. I rejoice that I am
privileged to get to know so many differ-
ent facets of this jewel.

Last but not least, we have a few words of
reflection from Fr. Art, who ended his term
of service on the NSC in January 2003.

Fr. Art Cooney, OFM Cap.
My years on the NSC have been a tremen-
dous blessing to me. I especially treasure
my relationships with the other members;
the love and laughter, and at times, the
sorrow we have shared.

There is a special closeness that comes from
sharing our faith in Jesus and sharing
prayer, but there’s also a sense of being
collaborators in the most important mis-
sion in the world; to extend to others a
life-changing knowledge of Jesus Christ in
the power of the Holy Spirit.

We are people of faith and love, serving a
gracious God on a holy mission! I am truly
grateful to have been a part of, and to con-
tinue to support and collaborate with, the
National Service Committee. ◆



PENTECOSTToday
PO Box 628 • Locust Grove, VA • 22508-0628

Nonprofit Org.
US Postage

PAID
National Service

Committee

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Published by the National Service Committee
of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal of the
United States, Inc.

If you have received more than one copy of this
publication, please return all the mailing labels and
we will make the necessary corrections. Meanwhile
please share the duplicate copy with someone else.

Join us in San Antonio
Home of the Alamo and the beautiful Riverwalk

2003 National Catholic
Charismatic Renewal Conference
May 30–June 1

  emove All Bounds to Hope
and bring to life the “culture of Pentecost”
in the power of the Holy Spirit

Experience worship

drawing you into the glory

of God.

Have a deeper experi-

ence of Jesus Christ, the

only sure hope.

Receive prayer to lift you

out of any hopelessness.

Be empowered by the

Holy Spirit to bring others

to an encounter with

Jesus.

Dynamic speakDynamic speakDynamic speakDynamic speakDynamic speakererererers include:s include:s include:s include:s include:

JohnneJohnneJohnneJohnneJohnnetttttttttte Benke Benke Benke Benke Benkooooovicvicvicvicvic (Florida)—encouraging a life of

hope by living his life abundantly

FFFFFrrrrr. Fio Mascarenhas, SJ. Fio Mascarenhas, SJ. Fio Mascarenhas, SJ. Fio Mascarenhas, SJ. Fio Mascarenhas, SJ (India)—proclaiming hope

throughout the world

Jess RJess RJess RJess RJess Romeromeromeromeromerooooo (California)—a living testimony to the

power of hope

PPPPPeeeeettttter Herbeck er Herbeck er Herbeck er Herbeck er Herbeck (Michigan)—an energetic witness

to hope

SrSrSrSrSr. Linda K. Linda K. Linda K. Linda K. Linda Koontzoontzoontzoontzoontz (Texas)—missionary of hope

Cindy ErivCindy ErivCindy ErivCindy ErivCindy Erivezezezezez (Texas)—witness to hope for teenagers

PPPPPepe Pradoepe Pradoepe Pradoepe Pradoepe Prado (Mexico)—an evangelist of hope

FFFFFrrrrr. Minor de Jesus. Minor de Jesus. Minor de Jesus. Minor de Jesus. Minor de Jesus (Costa Rica)—preaching the

gospel of hope

TTTTTo registo registo registo registo register:er:er:er:er:

go to our website

www.nsc-chariscenter.org

or call for brochure

1-800-338-2445

R

Pre-ePre-ePre-ePre-ePre-evvvvvent pilgrimageent pilgrimageent pilgrimageent pilgrimageent pilgrimage

to missions in and

around San Antonio

with Jim Murphy

 ▲ Special sessions in Spanish & Korean ▲ Special sessions for youth & children ▲


