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PENTECOSTToday
For Your Information
The mission of Pentecost Today is to
serve and be a voice for the National
Service Committee’s mission “to foster
the dynamic grace of baptism in the
Holy Spirit.” We do this by publishing
articles that instruct and give practical
wisdom, with a particular emphasis on
strengthening leaders and leader for-
mation, in a visually appealing and in-
viting format.

A limited amount of advertising space is
available. For information call Jean Beers,
(360) 730-1740. Advertisements for
events not sponsored by the National
Service Committee do not imply endorse-
ment by the NSC/Chariscenter USA.

All of us in the Renewal are graced with
the gift of baptism in the Holy Spirit.
At the recent Liaison meeting in San
Antonio, Archbishop Gustavo Garcia-
Siller shared that he was going to con-
secrate the Archdiocese of San Antonio
to the Holy Spirit this Pentecost. I felt
compelled to ask Archbishop Robert
Carlson of the Archdiocese of St. Louis
if he would consider doing the same.
He agreed. We can consecrate ourselves
to Mary, to Jesus, to the Sacred Heart,
or to the Holy Spirit. It is a beautiful
action of recognizing that we are set-
ting ourselves aside for a sacred pur-
pose. The following objectives of con-
secration can help us more fully pray
for this outpouring.

Objectives of the Consecration
1. To live and grow in the grace of God

every day.
2. To know the value and the marvels

of the grace.
3. To spread the knowledge and the

devotion of the Holy Spirit.
4. To realize the presence of the Holy

Spirit in ourselves since we are

Temples of the Holy Spirit.
5. To repeat frequently, acts of faith and

love to the Holy Spirit.
6. To supplicate the Holy Spirit for the

conversion of sinners.
7. To pray to the Holy Spirit to shower

all his graces and gifts upon the uni-
versal church.

8. To ask the Holy Spirit for all his gifts
as a continual personal Pentecost.

9. To open our souls to faithfulness to
the inspirations of the Holy Spirit.

10.To be a tireless worker for the sanc-
tification of oneself and of others.

The two archbishops used this prayer:
Oh, Holy Spirit, receive the perfect and
complete consecration of my whole
being. In all my actions, grant me the
grace of being my Light, my Guide, my
Strength and the Love of my heart.
I surrender myself to You, and I ask
You for the grace to be faithful to your
inspirations. Holy Spirit, transform me
through Mary and with Mary into a
true image of Christ Jesus, for the glory
of the Father and the salvation of the
world. Amen.
Fr. Felix de Jesus Rougier, M.Sp.S.,
Founder of the Missionaries of the Holy
Spirit. ◆

As we were doing the final editing of this
issue, the Renewal in Italy was having a
powerful and exciting experience of their
37th National Convocation. Pope Francis
was present and spoke at the opening
session (p 13). Perhaps you watched and
listened to him speak. Even though it was
another language anyone who has ever
participated in a large conference could
almost feel like one was there and lan-
guage wasn’t such a great barrier—this is
the work of the Holy Spirit! Caroline
Gambale-Dirkes writes of her in-person
experience of this conference in “What we
have seen and heard” (p 15).

Pope Francis exhorted all people of the
Charismatic Renewal to be careful not to
lose the freedom that the Holy Spirit has
given you. You have received the great gift
of the diversity of charisms, diversity that
leads to the harmony of the Holy Spirit, to
the service of the Church.

A diversity of charisms and spirit of free-
dom is illustrated in several articles in this
issue: Chuck Hornsby (p 3) reflects on how
we can use the charisms in meeting the
needs we encounter each day. Dave
Mangan considers the charism of the
Charismatic Renewal (pp 4-5). He writes
of the grace of both Pentecost and the
Transfiguration and refers to his experi-
ence as a Glimpse of Heaven. Jim Murphy
(pp 8-9) singles out “Unwavering Vision”
as an essential leadership gift. Both Sister
Ann Shields (pp 6-7) and Patti Mansfield
(pp 10-11) write of their international ex-
periences through which they have seen
the Holy Spirit pouring out charisms in a
variety of cultures.

The ICCRS book on The Baptism in the
Holy Spirit states that baptism in the Spirit
brings about the release of charisms (p
20). Sister Ann stresses that God wants to
use us all—every one of us. We are called
to be dispensers of the grace of God (Pope
Francis); we are called to be unwavering
and alive, to be holy—kindled in the fire of
God’s love, ready to rely on God and to
reach out to others in service. ◆

Photos: cover and page 4 Sr. Mary Anne
Schaenzer
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CHARISMS

by Chuck Hornsby

Like anything else that takes us out of our comfort
zone using the charisms outside the structural safety
of the prayer meeting is hard work. Perhaps the only

thing harder than using the charisms for evangelization is
trying to evangelize without them. Trying to do God’s work
in our own strength has two major and seemingly opposite
obstacles that strangely enough seem to operate simulta-
neously: pride and insecurity. Learning to be open to the
charisms to help us do whatever God has called us to should
leave us both humble and confident. It is God’s work and
HIS power is available to accomplish it.

I believe that the starting point for moving out in the
charisms is for us to pray for an increase in love for the lost,
the confused, the suffering, and the deceived. Without an
increase in love we will not be motivated enough to do the
hard work involved. It is much easier and more comfort-
able to go about life safely protected by complacency, al-
lowing the pain of others to go unnoticed, than to open
ourselves to the ocean of need that exists. First of all our
hearts must change!

As our hearts begin to change our awareness will be height-
ened. We will begin to see needs all around us, in our homes,
where we work, at church, on the street, in the grocery
store, in fact nearly everywhere. The charisms are given to
meet needs, but before we can begin to meet needs we must
see the need.

Second of all our perceptions must change. As our hearts
open and our perception is heightened we will begin to see
needs and will want to make a difference and then the fun
begins. We find ourselves in over our heads. We say, “I see
the need; I want to help! But….What do I do??? How can
I do it???” We find ourselves right where God wants us,
dependent on him. At this point we find that we need an
increase of hope and faith. Hope expects a good outcome.
Faith believes that God is big enough and that if he can use
a donkey to prophesy as he did in the Bible he can use me
here and now. As our love and perception grow our hope
and faith must also grow if we are to go beyond the theo-
retical and take action.

Often knowing what to do and how to do it requires us to
be able to “hear” the Lord. For some this is a clear interior
voice. For others it comes as a slight inclination or nudging

from the Spirit. If God has us in a situation of need then it
is us that he expects to use. We need to grow in receiving
God’s direction inside the particular personality, tempera-
ment and style that is uniquely ours and be open to act.
God does not only use the bold, the brash, and the loud.
He also uses the quiet, the reflective, and the timid.

So how do we use charisms in meeting the needs we en-
counter every day? A few examples:

1. I often get prophetic words for the congregation at
mass in my parish where it is not appropriate to deliver the
word. I assume the need is real and that God wants me to
intercede.

2. I needed a school teacher to fill a slot at our school.
Peg, my wife, prayed for a word of knowledge and was given
a woman’s name. This began a discernment process that led
to her hiring.

3. A woman in a store was berating the cashier. I asked
the Lord what to do and he said to bind a spirit of anger.
The argument stopped instantly.

4. I was on vacation and was in a hot tub at a hotel. A
couple was also there. The Lord nudged me to begin a con-
versation. I began by baiting the hook telling them I was
the head of a Christian school. It opened the door for doing
marriage counseling for the couple.

5. A friend of mine committed to the Lord to always
offer prayer on the spot when someone in any setting men-
tioned a need especially for healing. Recently he saw some-
one he had prayed for in Walmart years ago who had been
wheelchair bound. The person, whom my friend had not
seen since, testified that she had been healed that day and
no longer needed a wheelchair.

Lord, give us the love we need to motivate us.
Give us eyes to see the needs all around us.

Give us the hope and faith that if we step out
something good can happen because your power and

your gifts are available and sufficient.
Give us wisdom to show us what to do

and how to do it. The fields are white: please send us
as laborers into the harvest. ◆

Chuck Hornsby is a former member of the Na-
tional Service Committee. He is a member of
the Alleluia Community functioning as the Su-
perintendent of the Alleluia Community School
and working in pastoral care and formation.

Moving out in Charisms
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by Dave Mangan

I have been asked to consider the question, “What is the
charism of the Charismatic Renewal?” How does one
look at all of the tremendous gifts and blessings we have

received in this move of the Holy Spirit and narrow it down to
“the” charism of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal?

Fr. Raniero Cantalamessa points out that being baptized
in the Holy Spirit is at the core of the Renewal. On Janu-
ary 13, 2008 Pope Benedict XVI said, “Christ’s entire mis-
sion is summed up in this: to baptize us in the Holy Spirit.”
Again on May 11, 2008, in his Pentecost message Pope
Benedict said, “Today I would like to extend this invita-
tion to everyone: let us, dear brothers and sisters, redis-
cover the beauty of being baptized in the Holy Spirit; let
us be aware again of our baptism and of our confirmation,
sources of grace that are always present.” The National Ser-
vice Committee includes in its mission statement that one
of our major charisms is to bring the baptism in the Holy
Spirit into the heart of the Church. How many lives have
been transformed by this wonderful experience? This is cer-

tainly a significant gift for us to foster in the Church. But I
would like to look at things from a different point of view.

How does one take all the blessings of the Catholic Charis-
matic Renewal and narrow it down to what we would call
“the” charism of the Renewal? Many possibilities could be
cited. Consider the great variety of ways in which the Holy
Spirit has enriched us through the Charismatic Renewal.
We could mention a significant gift for praise and worship,
for example. What about the number of people among us
who have received healing. Then there is the gift of tongues,
which Fr. Cantalamessa once referred to as vocalized con-
templation. I know that this gift has transformed my prayer
life. Many more blessings could be cited. I think it would
be reasonable to say that the charism of the Catholic Char-
ismatic Renewal is constantly developing, manifesting it-
self in many and varied ways.

Again, if I may quote Pope Benedict, he also said, “When
one has the grace to sense a strong experience of God, it is

A glimpse of heaven
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as if one is living an experience similar
to that of the disciples during the
Transfiguration: a momentary
foretaste of what will consti-
tute the happiness of para-
dise” (03/12/2006). For this
reason I think our charism
is not only the grace of Pen-
tecost, but also the grace of
the Transfiguration.

In my experience of this I like to call
it a “glimpse of heaven.” You are probably
aware of a phrase that some people say when they are ex-
tremely happy about something. They say, “I thought I died
and went to heaven.” I realize that everyone’s experience is
different, but when I was baptized in the Holy Spirit I
thought I remained alive and went to heaven. I would think
that those of us who have been touched by the Catholic
Charismatic Renewal have, on occasion, received a “glimpse
of heaven.” Perhaps it was in a prayer time, or at Mass, or in
a time of praise in a prayer meeting, or when alone, looking
up at the stars.

And I am just like Peter, James and John at the Transfigura-
tion. I want to stay there and build a house and never leave.
But then, it is only a glimpse of heaven. The best is yet to
come. So I find in my life that these moments don’t last for
as long as I would like but they are a powerful motivator to
keep me moving toward becoming more and more like Jesus.
These experiences of the work of the Holy Spirit are only a
down payment of what is yet to come.

What if I don’t have experiences like this? We still have many
glimpses of heaven. At Mass, when the priest elevates the
host for us to adore, it is a glimpse of heaven. When we see
a newborn baby, it is another glimpse of heaven. When we
see someone (hopefully ourselves) serving the poor, there it
is again. Although we may have experiences where we feel
great joy, it is not the feeling that is the gift. The gift is that
ability to recognize it for what it is, a glimpse of heaven.
The gift is the action of the Holy Spirit in our life whether
we feel good about it or not.

Jesus says, “Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your
advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the coun-
selor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to
you” (Jn 16:7). For the longest time when I read this verse,
I found it very difficult to understand. How could Jesus’
leaving us be to our advantage? If I were alive at that time

I’m sure I would have been totally con-
fused. I would want Jesus to stay

with me always. I suspect the
apostles had difficulty under-

standing that as well. But
when I read Romans 8:11,
I begin to see what Jesus
had in mind for us. Paul

said, “If the spirit of him who
raised Jesus from the dead

dwells in you, he who raised
Christ Jesus from the dead will give

life to your mortal bodies also through his
Spirit which dwells in you.” Just think of it, you have within
you the power of the Holy Spirit. You have within you the
One who raises the dead!

Jesus says, “In that day you will know that I am in my
Father, and you in me, and I in you” (Jn 14:20). What a
wonderful divine mix-up we find in this scripture. Just imag-
ine, Jesus is in the Father and you are in him and he is in
you. Look at who you’re hanging out with. We are keeping
great company. And this is accomplished by the Holy Spirit’s
action in us. Now there’s a glimpse of heaven!  What a gift
we have!

When I consider my life over the last 47 years living in the
grace of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal, I find I am still
growing in my appreciation of the great gift we have been
given in the Holy Spirit. I still have a lot to learn but I look
forward to learning it. I often wonder why. Why me? I
certainly don’t deserve anything. But then I say to God,
“Please do not stop.”

I am looking forward to my next glimpse. But if I never
have another “glimpse of heaven,” I know that I have al-
ready received more than I could ever deserve. But I am
sure we all are looking forward to that day when we get
infinitely more than a glimpse. That is the day when “we
shall see him as he is” (I Jn 3:2). ◆

David Mangan was one of the participants on the retreat in
February of 1967 where events took place that are often marked

as the beginning of the Catholic Charismatic
Renewal. He is a Commissioned Lay Ecclesial
Minister of the Diocese of Lansing, Michigan
and he is the author of “God Loves You and
there’s nothing you can do about it” and “Life
in the Spirit for your Kids.”

Just think of it,
you have within you the power of

the Holy Spirit.

You have within you the One who
raises the dead!
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TOWARD THE JUBILEE

by Sister Ann Shields

“These charisms are understood as gifts
not primarily for the recipient but for the
upbuilding of the Church and the work
of evangelization” (Baptism in the Holy
Spirit, ICCRS Doctrinal Commission, p. 20).

These gifts, as well as many others (see
1Cor 13, 14 and Isaiah 11:1-3) have always
been present in the Church since Pen-
tecost but through the Charismatic
Renewal they have been revived after a
long period of dormancy; they have ap-
peared in a new abundance, in nation
after nation, in all states of life and all
professions and choices of work; among
all levels of education and economic
positions. Why? Jesus died for all of us;
as a result, each of us has infinite dig-
nity that arises from our Baptism. These
gifts have always been intended for ev-
ery person.

But it is also true that we have lived
through many social and cultural and
economic upheavals in the last fifty
years which have radically altered, in
many cases, our priorities and Chris-
tian commitment. A great majority of
us have lost a sense of who we are and

where we are going—or never even
knew! Today’s western society seriously
questions the reality of God and his
place (if he exists at all) in our lives.

Statistics in the US alone show a sig-
nificant drop, in most dioceses in mar-
riages, baptisms, First Communions,
adult conversions, etc. Our faith life has
been very substantially affected by the
milieu in which we live. We have not
been strong enough to recognize the
dangers and take effective measures to
combat them—and win!

In the middle of what I call this cata-
clysmic rejection of Christ and his
teaching, we find God answering Pope
John the XXIII’s prayer for a “new Pen-
tecost in our times”: A fresh outpour-
ing of God’s Holy Spirit that we might
once again find our direction and be-
come once again, faithful disciples of
Jesus Christ.

Over the years since God heard our
prayer beginning in 1967 in the US
and spreading quickly to many nations,
we have experienced the scales falling

from the eyes of many of us. We have
found ourselves the recipients of genu-
ine gifts from God to help us to draw
deeper into the heart of Christ and to
equip us to bring many others back to
him. That is the dual purpose of the gifts:
to help to build our own relationship
and aid in fostering new life in others!

God answered our prayer! But it seemed
so strange; it was not what we were ex-
pecting. We wanted God to change
hearts, give clarity and new direction
to the lost. But, as is so often the case,
God starts with those who prayed and
his answer was not what we were pre-
pared for. In lavish measure he poured
out fresh graces from his Holy Spirit
and it took us some years to learn how
to use them—and we’re still learning!
We made many mistakes in the pro-
cess, sometimes got ourselves off course
but God is patient with his children…
However we need to make sure that we
follow the path of holiness in our own lives
so that those gifts may flourish and
strengthen many others.

In Asia (specific country not named to
protect underground Christians) I wit-
nessed a young priest, during Mass,
stretch his own human body over the
consecrated hosts and the precious
Blood to protect the Blessed Sacrament
from a threat of invasion by police.
When I spoke to him after the incident,
he simply and quietly said to me,
“Gladly would I give my life that faith
might grow in ______(country).

In Eastern Europe, I witnessed over
and over again the brokenness of many
women who had been forced under com-
munism to abort multiple children. I
watched my own brothers and sisters
in Christ pray for hours over such bro-
ken souls and genuinely see them
healed in soul and sometimes in body
too. They could again know the love of

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of
service but the same Lord; and there are varieties of working but it is the same
God who inspires them all in every one. To each is given the manifestation of the
Spirit for the common good. …All these are inspired by one and the same
Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills (1Cor 12:4-7, 11).

Charisms
for every person
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✃

Prayer Card

To fulfill the Vision of the
NSC relating to moving in the
Charisms of the Holy Spirit,

we pray:

Father, as we move closer to our

50th anniversary we ask that

you help us open ourselves to

the gifts of the Holy Spirit that

we may use them to serve and

encourage others and draw

them to the Blessed Trinity.

We praise you and glorify you

through your son Jesus and in

the unity of the Holy Spirit.

God and experience the healing graces
that can only come from his heart.

In another eastern European nation, I
witnessed a seven-year old blind from
birth healed by the prayers of brothers
and sisters just like you and me. The
image of that child is burned in my
memory as she stretched out her arms
and looked around at a crowd of a thou-
sand or more, then looked at her grand-
mother, then back to us with shock and
surprise and joy! The faith of that
grandmother had withstood commu-
nism and its effects for many years. She
refused to reject God and look how God
had rewarded her—even in this life!

God wants to use us
all—every one of us.

In a third Eastern European nation, a
man came up to me telling me in his
language that he was an alcoholic.
Beaten down, ashamed and seemingly
helpless, he came to the conference. He
listened to a talk on holiness of life and
the love of God for us. He came over to
me after the talk, arms raised high,
shouting in his native tongue that he
was free. Interpreters and friends fol-
lowed him crying and laughing. The
change in him was profoundly ex-
pressed physically. Joy and tears and
hope shone forth from his face—liter-
ally shone. “I believe. I believe.”

In Africa, I was asked to listen to a Eu-
ropean missionary sister who had been
kidnapped and brutalized by a ren-
egade tribe for several weeks. Then she
was inexplicably “let go” just before
they were to kill her.  Hospitalized for
several months, she found that her Af-
rican community would not receive her
back since they considered rape her
own fault. She very simply and hum-
bly came to me at a conference and

asked us to pray that SHE might be
able to forgive that rejection. Even
though it went against their cultural
norms, the community two days later
welcomed her back and she fully for-
gave both her brutal captors and the
hesitation of her own community. “The
burden of unforgiveness would destroy
me; it is better to forgive so that I can
give life to those I serve.” She knew who
she was; her dignity, at that moment,
was profoundly expressed by her genu-
ine peace and joy. Such faith, such
strength, such great heartedness can
only come from the source of Life—the
Holy Spirit. It is there for all of us.

In the United States, I was speaking at
a Priests’ Conference in Steubenville,
Ohio. A priest who I did not know well
was leading a healing service for the
priests. He did not speak in a very ar-
ticulate way; he seemed uncertain about
his topic. The time for the actual heal-
ing service arrived; he walked down
from the stage and just began to walk
through the crowd sprinkling holy
water. Physical and emotional healing
including the healing of a blind priest
occurred over the next 15-20 minutes.
Hours later I saw him standing alone.
I went to him and asked him how he
was and thanked him for such a fruit-
ful service. He smiled and said, “Look at
me, Sister. I’m not much of anything—
can’t even preach well. I’m very poor but
God is very rich so I just lean on him.”
What a lesson I learned that day!

God wants to use us all—every one of
us. If we seek daily to do his will, re-
pent when we fall and get back up
again. If we seek to grow daily in our
faith: in God as our Father, Jesus as
our Savior and the Holy Spirit who is
the love of the Father and the Son,
given to EACH of us. IF we follow this
God who loves us passionately and gives
us himself moment by moment then

the gifts of the Holy Spirit will grow
and mature in us and he will use us—
each of us right where we are—to bring
people back to the only One who can
save; the only One who can truly
heal; the only One who can give us
eternal life!! ◆

Sr. Ann Shields, SGL, is an internation-
ally noted conference and retreat speaker
and author of numerous books on Catho-
lic spirituality including Deeper Conver-

sion, To Be Like Jesus
and in 2013, More of
the Holy Spirit. She cur-
rently hosts the popular
daily radio program Food
for the Journey.

�
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✁
STRENGTHENING THE RENEWAL

by Jim Murphy

In my travels throughout the world,
I have had the privilege of meeting
some truly great leaders. I am al-

ways amazed by the gifts and charisms
which God gives to people in order to
empower them to serve others.

Probably one of the most significant lead-
ers I have ever met in my life is Madre
Ines, an 86 year old religious sister, who
runs an orphanage in Mexico City for
230 children, many with severe physi-
cal and mental challenges.

Mother is a tiny whisp of a woman,
but a dynamo of energy. For 43 years
she has cared for hundreds of little ones
that the world did not want. She cares
for these children, not as an adminis-
trator, but as a loving and tender mother.

Suffice it to say, Mother faces many
challenges each day, yet continues to
serve some of God’s poorest with love,
faith, and deep joy.

In a quiet moment the other day, I
asked her if she ever gets tired. Where
does she find the strength and energy
to keep going? She lowered her head,
but that did not keep me from seeing
the tears run down her wrinkled
cheeks. “At times I do get tired. It is
hard for me to climb the steps these
days” she confided. “But my strength

comes from the Lord! He is my love.
He is my life! He has given me his chil-
dren to care for and he will help me
do so until he takes me home; then he
will send someone else and they will
continue this work.” Mother ran off
to help a little child standing precari-
ously on the edge of a bench, but her
words remained with me.

After I left Mother’s orphanage, I
thought about her 43 years of service
with these kids—half of her life! I
might be able to do this for a few days
or even a couple of weeks—but 43
years? I thanked God that he had given
this holy woman one of the essential
gifts of leadership: Unwavering vision.

It has often been said that ministry
should be looked at more as a mara-
thon, rather than a short sprint. The
challenge in ministry is not only to
serve the Lord and his people, but to
keep serving the Lord and his people.

A classic example of a long-term leader
is Moses. God called Moses to a stag-
gering vision! With the fulfillment of
this vision, the course of human his-
tory would be changed and the earli-
est preparations for Christianity would
be laid. As grand, as anointed as this
vision was however, it was not easy and
did not come to fulfillment quickly.

Please pray with the
National Service Committee
for the following intentions:

1. Father, that new life will be
experienced as more people find
a new, living relationship with your
son Jesus and the Holy Spirit.

2. That those who receive the
Holy Spirit will move in the gifts
and charisms and draw more
friends, family and others to you.

3. For the National Leaders’ and
Ministries’ Conference in Pitts-
burgh, November 7-9. And for all
the other local conferences, re-
treats and other functions that will
occur between now and then. For
good attendance and many
blessings.

4. For new people to accept
the mantle of leadership within
the Charismatic Renewal; espe-
cially young adults so we can
move forward with fresh visions
for the future.

The essential quality of a leader:
Unwavering Vision

Jim Murphy with Madre Ines and Angel, his coworker.

AD?

A nine-week
Growth Semi-
nar for follow
up to a Holy
Spirit Seminar
or as an ongo-
ing teaching
tool for groups.

Sr. Nancy Kellars’s teaching is full of
tested practical wisdom. Features:

✔ Preparation for teachers
✔ Teaching outlines
✔ Discussion starters
✔ Book list

$7.95 To order call 1-800-338-2445

WAIT, There’s More!
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Just the first phase of this vision
took 40 years to accomplish and
Moses himself never saw the vi-

sion come to its full conclusion. Yet
Moses embraced the vision and called
(sometimes pushed and prodded) oth-
ers to it. The vision was the focus of his
life, his very purpose for being. He
struggled. He was overwhelmed. He never
gave up. He gave his life to the vision:
eventually the vision was fulfilled.

Vision is an essential quality of any
leader, but unwavering vision is what
makes a person an extraordinary leader.
In the course of life and ministry there
are sure to be many setbacks, many
challenges, and yes, many failures.

We can be tempted to say “Enough!
I’ve done my share. I’ve served my time.
Let someone else do it for a while. I
have given up so much already.” I sup-
pose even great leaders can be tempted
to feel sorry for themselves once in a
while. They can see the unfairness of
“bearing the burden” while others seem
so uncommitted.

At times like this we must turn to the
Lord, confessing our frustrations and
begging for the graces we need each day
to continue the work He has given us.
People of unwavering vision may need
to rest, but they don’t quit. They may
need to enlist some help (Moses did)
but they never walk away. Their role
may change over the years, but they
remain committed to the vision.

As we draw close to this great jubilee
of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal,
I marvel at how many leaders from the
“early days” are still committed to the
vision, still excited about this marvel-
ous work of the Holy Spirit in our day.
It’s true that they carry the marks of
many years, but they remain loyal to
God and ready to serve the Lord in
whatever way he leads them. Thank
God for the men and women of vision,
of unwavering vision.

Let us find a renewed enthusiasm for
the work of the Lord and find encour-
agement from one of our early leaders,
a man of unwavering vision, St Paul:
“It is not that I have already taken hold
of it [resurrection from the dead] or
have already attained perfect maturity,
but I continue my pursuit in hope that
I may possess it, since I have indeed
been taken possession of by Christ
[Jesus]. Brothers, I for my part do not
consider myself to have taken posses-
sion. Just one thing: forgetting what

ave maria press® | (800) 282-1865 | www.avemariapress.com 
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lies behind but straining forward to
what lies ahead. I continue my pursuit
toward the goal, the prize of God’s up-
ward calling in Christ Jesus” (Phil
3:12-14). ◆

Jim Murphy is president of Vera Cruz
Communications.He serves
Mexico as a country co-
ordinator for Renewal
Ministries. Jim is also the
Director of Leadership For-
mation for ICCRS.
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by Patti Mansfield

O
n February 18, 1967,
during the Duquesne
 Weekend, I tacked up
a note on the bulletin
board which read, “I

want a miracle!” Never could I have
imagined that the miracle would be a
worldwide ecclesial movement of at
least 120 million Catholics! It’s been
almost 50 years now that I have expe-
rienced the grace of baptism in the
Spirit manifested in so many beauti-
ful ways by various cultures. Here’s
what I see from my journeys around
the world.

EVANGELIZATION
Remember the song, “I was country
when country wasn’t cool”? I feel that
way about the New Evangelization! We
in the Renewal have been immersed
in evangelization, proclaiming “Jesus
is Lord!” since our beginnings. We were

doing it before everyone was talking
about it! By the grace of the Holy Spirit
we realized the centrality of the per-
son of Jesus Christ and the necessity of
making a personal surrender of our
whole lives to Him. This was the mes-
sage St. John Paul II gave the Church
in Novo Millenio Ineunte: Start afresh
with Christ! When I read that docu-
ment, I remember thinking, “This is
why the Lord gave us baptism in the
Spirit.”

CHARISMS
I’ve visited Brazil over 20 times in the
past two decades. The Renewal there
is 12 million strong, with many of the
participants under the age of 35! But
even in a country where the Renewal
is so strong there is a tendency for times
of praise and worship to be simply a
medley of wonderful, inspiring songs,
many from the contemporary Chris-

Renew the face
of the earth!

tian music repertoire. There is often
no opportunity (nor expectation!) for
praying and singing in tongues or
prophecy! While strong leaders have
emerged who exercise strong charisms
around the world, widespread yield-
ing to such charisms has been on the
wane. “Would that all the people were
prophets and that the Lord would
pour out His Spirit on them all,” ex-
claimed Moses (cf. Num. 11:29) and
I want to echo this sentiment. Yes,
there are different charisms and differ-
ent ministries but praying and sing-
ing in tongues has been a widely dif-
fused charism in the past, and we
should not abandon it now!  “I wish
that you would all pray in tongues
and even more that you would proph-
esy” (I Cor. 14:5). St. Paul said that,
not me!

THE POOR
In my travels I have been greatly edi-
fied at how the grace of baptism in the
Spirit has expressed itself in care for
the poor and needy. Several years ago I
spoke at an international youth con-
ference and gave a retreat to the com-
munity at Kkottongnae in South Ko-
rea. The grace of baptism in the Spirit
has flowered into the largest social ser-
vice agency in the country. Examples
abound. How moved I was to meet a
consecrated member of the Emmanuel
Community in France who has spent
years of her life traveling in caravan
with the “gens de voyage” (gypsies).
These nomadic people have come into
baptism in the Spirit through the street
preaching of the Emmanuel commu-
nity. Another outstanding outreach I
see in the Renewal wherever I go is in
the defense of the unborn through
prayer, witness, education and politi-
cal activity.

“I wish that you would
all pray in tongues and
even more that you
would prophesy.”

CHARISMATIC RENEWAL TODAY
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UNITY
I am seeing signs of a new move in this
direction of unity. Many have seen the
video of Pope Francis speaking to mem-
bers of Kenneth Copeland’s Word of
Faith Conference through the instru-
mentality of South African Evangeli-
cal Bishop Tony Palmer. In addition
to this kind of ecumenism, there is
another beautiful move of the Spirit
in bringing together various elements
of the Catholic Renewal to cooperate
in preaching the gospel. Last Pente-
cost in Jerusalem, I witnessed a dra-
matic gesture that moved me deeply.
Prominent leaders from several streams
of the Renewal pledged themselves to
work together in unity for the glory of
God. Even as I write this article, I am
in awe of the cooperation of leaders of
ICCRS, the Catholic Fraternity of
Charismatic Covenant Communities
and Fellowships, and Rinnovamento

nello Spirito Santo in preparing for an
event in Olympic Stadium that was at-
tended by our Holy Father. The Lord
loves unity. “There he commands his
blessing” (Psalm 133).

MARY!
In those places around the world where
Mary has been welcomed not only as
a “model” but as a “mother,” the Re-
newal is flourishing.  In 2006 I met a
non-denominational pastor from Swe-
den named Ulf Ekmann. I was amazed
as he plied me with questions about
consecration (or entrustment) to Mary.
Every great Marian saint and author I
referenced was one he had already read!
When I asked why he was so interested
in a topic that is usually so divisive
among Christians, he told me that he
was fascinated by the motto of the
great evangelizer John Paul II, “Totus
Tuus, Maria.” In recent months the an-

nouncement was made that Ulf and his
wife are leaving their mega church to
join the Roman Catholic Church. It’s
been a journey of course, but Our Lady
has been present along the way. And
she wants to be present along our way
as we journey to the great Jubilee in
2017. I pray that we might welcome
her as the early disciples did in that
Upper Room, that she might teach us
to cry out with new fervor, “Come Holy
Spirit as by a New Pentecost and re-
new the face of the earth!” ◆

Patti Mansfield was one of the participants
on the retreat in February of 1967 where
events took place that are often marked as

the beginning of the Catho-
lic Charismatic Renewal.
She serves with her hus-
band, Al, in the Catholic
Charismatic Renewal of
New Orleans.
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Brothers of the Beloved Disciple
1701 Alametos St.
San Antonio, TX  78201
(210) 734-6727
www.brothersofthebeloveddisciple.org
The Brothers are a Marian and charis-
matic religious community of priests and
brothers.

Disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ
P.O. Box 64,
Prayer Town, TX  79010-0064
(806) 534-2312
www.dljc.org
This is a Franciscan and charismatic
religious order of sisters, contempla-
tive with evangelistic apostolates.

RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES

by: Brother Gabriel Ruiz, BBD

The mission of the Brothers of the
Beloved Disciple (BBD) is
“With Mary, to bring the full

role of the Holy Spirit to the heart of
the Church.” The members of my com-
munity are so diverse; we have all come
from different backgrounds and differ-
ent paths of life, yet when we sit down
for dinner, it’s like all our paths have
converged to this point: we are called
to the same mission.

I came into the Brothers of the Beloved
Disciple right out of high school. I was
most definitely not the person that I
am today. I was immature, obnoxious,
and my thoughts were scattered. While
I am still growing up, this community
has given me such insight into the
Lord, myself and others. The Holy

Spirit truly is present in each one of
my brothers. Our community is at St.
Mary Magdalen Church in San Anto-
nio, where I was an altar server for
eight years before joining the commu-
nity. It was during those eight years
that I became close to the community.

This involvement ultimately led to
discerning my vocation within this
community. I remember sitting down
with my spiritual director as he told
me about a passage from the Acts of
the Apostles that described how the
disciples at Pentecost, with Mary, ex-
perienced the fullness of the Holy
Spirit, and went forth to transform the
world. At that moment I knew that I
liked this community, and I knew it
was the right one for me.

I was called to help renew the church
with all the gifts of the Holy Spirit,
including the charismatic ones. I knew
that this community would not only
encourage me with this, but also teach
me how to grow in these gifts for the
building up of the Church and the
transformation of the world. ◆

The mission of the Brothers of the
Beloved Disciple
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For information on the Diocesan Liaison minis-
try go to www.associationofdiocesanliaisons.org.

DIOCESAN LIAISONS

by Paul Maclean

The entire workload of the dioc
esan liaison is oftentimes not
understood by many, includ-

ing the charismatic community it-
self. That is due in part to the work
required. A liaison must spend much
time in silent prayer seeking the
Holy Spirit about how best to serve
the bishop and carry out our work for
the diocese.

Even the most expert stone craftsman,
erecting a stone fence, cannot fathom
how each individual stone will even-
tually fit together to reach the final
product. As important as the final
product is, it must not only be pleas-
ing to the eye but must also be erected
with enough strength to meet its in-
tended purpose. It does little good to
have the fence be pleasing to the eye,
yet unable to withstand the slightest
challenge.

Similarly, a diocesan liaison must work
with a bishop, various diocesan person-
nel, organizations and/or groups within
a diocese (oftentimes some adverse to
the Charismatic Renewal) to attempt
to strategically fit all resources into a
“spiritual wall” that will sustain its
strength under spiritual trials.

The liaison must use a “spiritual mor-
tar,” the Holy Spirit, for the wall to
preserve the spiritual strength it needs
to withstand attacks. When allowed,
the Holy Spirit blends the ragged edges
of each diocesan group into one pow-
erful and unified structure. When “the
spiritual mortar” is gently applied it is
often unnoticed by others. Alas, this is
one reason why the liaison’s efforts are
so little appreciated.

The liaison’s attempt to discern the
Lord’s spiritual plan must be inspired
by the Holy Spirit. His gentle inspira-

tion can be better understood by con-
sidering some of Pope Paul VI’s state-
ments in paragraph No. 75 of
Evangelii Nuntiandi. Although he
speaks particularly to evangelization,
one need only adapt his statements
to the work of the liaison (italics are
insertions by the author): 

75. Evangelization (The fulfillment of
a liaison’s work) will never be possible
without the action of the Holy Spirit…
Techniques of evangelization (used by
the liaison) are good, but even the
most advanced ones could not replace
the gentle action of the Spirit. The
most perfect preparation of the evan-
gelizer (liaison) has no effect without
the Holy Spirit. ◆

Paul Maclean is a former Liaison for the
Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux and now
serves the diocese as its Coordinator of the
New Evangelization.

The work of the Diocesan Liaison

Meeting with over 50,000 Re-
newal participants from 55
countries in Rome’s Olympic

Stadium, at the invitation of the Ital-
ian Renewal for their 37th National Con-
vocation, the Holy Father said, among
many things:

“You were born of the will of the
Spirit as ‘a current of grace in the
Church and for the Church.’ This is
your definition: a current of grace.”

“You have received the great gift of
the diversity of charisms, diversity that
leads to the harmony of the Holy Spirit,
to the service of the Church.”

“Charismatic Renewal is a great
force at the service of the proclamation
of the Gospel, in the joy of the Holy
Spirit.”

“I have been asked to tell the Re-
newal what the Pope expects from you.

The first thing is conversion to the love
of Jesus, which changes life and makes
of the Christian a witness of the Love
of God. The Church expects this wit-
ness of Christian life and the Holy
Spirit helps us to live the coherence of
the Gospel for our holiness.

I expect from you that you share
with all, in the Church, the grace of
Baptism in the Holy Spirit (expression
that is read in the Acts of the Apostles).
I expect from you an evangelization
with the Word of God which proclaims
that Jesus is alive and loves all men.

I expect that you give witness of
spiritual ecumenism with all those
brothers and sisters of other Churches
and Christian communities who believe
in Jesus as Lord and Savior.

That you remain united in the love
that the Lord Jesus asks of us for all

men, and in the prayer to the Holy
Spirit to come to this unity, necessary
for evangelization in the name of Jesus.
Remember that “the Charismatic Re-
newal is by its very nature ecumenical …
Catholic Renewal rejoices over what the
Holy Spirit carries out in the other
Churches.”

Be close to the poor, the needy, to
touch in their flesh the flesh of Jesus.
Be close, please!”

“Brothers and sisters, remember:
adore the Lord God: this is the foun-
dation! To adore God. Seek sanctity in
the new life of the Holy Spirit.”

“And I am waiting for all of you,
Charismatics the world over, to cel-
ebrate with the Pope your great jubi-
lee on the feast of Pentecost 2017 in
Saint Peter’s Square! Thank you!” ◆

Pope Francis Speaks to the Renewal
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Friends of
the NSCFrom the

Executive
Director

by Walter Matthews

Charisms and more

It was music to my ears to hear Pope
Francis, speaking to the Renewal
Convocation in Rome (to all of us)

say, “You have received the great gift of
the diversity of charisms, diversity that
leads to the harmony of the Holy Spirit,
to the service of the Church.” This ech-
oes what Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI
said a few years ago about the impor-
tant role the Renewal has in helping
the whole Church be aware of and em-
brace charisms.

As you know, this Year in our 5-Year
Journey to the Jubilee is focused on
“The Year of Charisms and Grace for
the Church.” At the recent Association
of Diocesan Liaisons Conference we
came together to explore the theme
“Grace and Charisms: the New Spring-
time of the Church.” Papers were pre-
sented by Dr. Mary Healy, Fr. Bob
Hogan, BBD, and myself. Not because
of my involvement, but because of the
importance of the topic, I encourage
Liaisons to pay the Annual dues and
get the papers and disseminate what is
in them to the Renewal. (I encourage
Renewal participants to help your Li-
aison pay the dues, if necessary, so that
the Renewal in your [Arch] Diocese can
benefit.)

The Holy Father cautioned us against
“the danger of excessive organization.”
As I wrote in my paper, “we need to
make fresh the wineskins of the Re-
newal into which we hope that new
wine will be poured.” The Service Com-
mittee is working on a 5 Year Strategic
Plan to help us better prepare to serve

the Lord in this moment of the out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit and the
work of the New Evangelization. Plan-
ning is not opposed to being led by
the Spirit! “Yes, you need organization,
but do not lose the grace of letting God
be God!” (Pope Francis) We ask your
prayer that we can do just that as we
go forward in the planning process.

Next year the theme for our journey
will be “The Year of Unity.” The Na-
tional Leadership Groups leading the
preparation have developed a statement
on the theme and subthemes for the
year. It is on our website. We encour-
age all, especially leaders, to down-
load it, pray with it, work with it and
act as the Holy Spirit prompts. Pope
Francis, in answering what the Pope
expects from us said, “That you remain
united in the love that the Lord Jesus
asks of us for all men, and in the
prayer to the Holy Spirit to come to
this unity, necessary for evangeliza-
tion in the name of Jesus…. Seek the
unity of the Renewal, unity that comes
from the Trinity!”

Finally, the National Leaders’ and Min-
istries’ Conference will be held Novem-
ber 7-9 in Pittsburgh. If you are read-
ing this you are invited! We especially
want to recommend that leaders pool
their money and send young(er) lead-
ers (35 and under)—perhaps not from
the prayer group but from Life Teen,
or the parish youth minister—to attend
so that this grace may pass to the next
generations.

Our theme is IGNITE: Charisms/Re-
newal/Unity. I’ll be there. I hope you
will be too!  ◆

Toward the Jubilee:
We are happy to announce that as we
end Phase 1 of the Toward the Jubilee:
50 Years of Grace for the New Evangeli-
zation Campaign we have raised over
$200,000 in gifts and pledges, from
members of the Service Committee, the
NSC Council, the Campaign Commit-
tee and a limited number of donors and
leaders approached in our Feasibility
Study last year, toward our $1,000,000
goal. (For more information, see Dea-
con Dan Pudvah’s “What We Have Seen
and Heard” in the last issue of Pente-
cost Today.)

We are just beginning Phase 2, reach-
ing out to some of our top donors over
the last five years. We ask your contin-
ued prayer for the campaign and its suc-
cess so we can continue to respond to
the needs and opportunities as we move
to the Renewal’s Jubilee in 2017 and
the work of the New Evangelization, es-
pecially to the young and the poor as
our Holy Father has again reminded all
of us in his meeting with the Renewal in
Rome.

In memoriam:
We want to thank those who gave over
the recent months in honor or in memory
of family, friends and Renewal members.

Dr. Waldro Buenafe, Anna Largo and Joe
Russell. Honored were Purita and
Michelle Buenafe. In a special way we
want to thank Ms. Sonya Keimig Privilegi
and her family for a recent gift from the
trust she set up before she died. Her
trustee wrote, “Ms. Privilegi has always
been impressed with your work and it is
hoped this contribution will help with
your endeavors.”

Not a donor?
Please use the enclosed envelope in
support not only of Pentecost Today but
of all the work and ministry of the NSC.
The enclosed envelope may be used
by anyone to support the ongoing work
of the National Service Committee.

Or visit our website, www.nsc-
chariscenter.org, to make a secure credit
card donation. The website is simple for
you to use and cost effective for us.
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The National Service Committee-
Chariscenter USA is a 501(c)3 nonprofit
organization. Contributions to defray the
cost of this publication are gratefully ac-
cepted and are tax deductible to the ex-
tent allowed by law.

Please mail to:
National Service Committee
Chariscenter USA
PO Box 628
Locust Grove, VA 22508-0628

Tel. (540) 972-0225
www.nsc-chariscenter.org

National Service Committee members:
Jane Guenther (Chairman)
Jim Archer
Jane Barz
Johnny Bertucci
Caroline Gambale-Dirkes
Bp. Sam Jacobs
Fr. Jeff Kegley
Sr. Lucy Lukasiewicz, DLJC
Tom Mangan
Casey Sprehe
Tammie Stevens

What we have
seen and heard

by Caroline and Dan Dirkes

Growing up in the Renewal as
a child, I (Caroline) often
heard about the tens of thou-

sands of people that attended the Notre
Dame conferences. It was hard to
imagine until we attended the 37th

Italian National Convocation with
52,000 people from 55 countries gath-
ering together in Olympic Stadium in
Rome. What an amazing event!

Leading up to the historical moment
when the Holy Father would join us
to pray and give the Renewal his bless-
ing, prayers and advice, we experienced
inspiring talks and beautiful praise and
worship, including an intercessory
prayer session led by Patti Mansfield.

When the Holy Father arrived at Olym-
pic Stadium, he chose to park his car
at the entrance tunnel into the sta-
dium and walk along the edge of the
crowd all the way up to the stage, wav-
ing to the assembly and blessing us as
we sang a favorite song of his—”Vive
Jesús el Señor” (“The Lord Jesus
Lives”). The fatherhood, joy, and hu-
mility of the Holy Father—in words
and actions—deeply moved and up-

lifted the people of God. In true Pope
Francis fashion he reminded us that in
the early days of the Renewal,
charismatics were known for carrying
their bibles wherever they went and
challenged us to return to this prac-
tice if we had abandoned it. We hung
on every word he spoke to us and took
to heart his exhortation to evangeliza-
tion, spiritual ecumenism and care of
the poor and needy.

During times of praise and worship, it
deeply moved us to watch as the Pope
raised his hands in worship along with
the rest of us. It was truly powerful to
be among 50,000 people who were
extending their hands, singing in
tongues and praying for the “Spirit of
the Living God” to “fall afresh” on Pope
Francis!

At the end of the session when Pope
Francis was leaving the stadium, par-
ents were lifting their children down
onto the field to run and receive a bless-
ing from him and it was beautiful to
watch as he lovingly embraced and
kissed each child who ran up to him.
Before he got into his car to leave, he

took a very purposeful detour and
walked along the disabled seating area,
offering his love, encouragement and
blessings to the people there, prompt-
ing my husband to turn to me and say
what everyone in the stadium was
thinking— “I love this guy!”  ◆

Caroline and Dan Dirkes co-founded
2Tim4 Ministries that brings the Gospel
message using new methods and vigor
through parish missions, conferences, re-
treats and music ministry. They have trav-
eled throughout the U.S. and Canada
making the baptism of the Holy Spirit
accessible to people of all ages. Caroline
has been a member of the NSC for seven
years. Caroline & Dan live in NJ with
their three young children.

Notes from the Italian National Convocation

Why include the NSC
in your will?

As you know the National Service
Committee relies almost entirely on
gifts from individuals to continue its
mission. We ask you to please con-
sider a gift to the National Service
Committee when you make your will
or update it. Making a gift to the NSC
can be as simple as adding a codicil
to your existing will or estate plan.

You may use this or a similar state-
ment: “I/we bequeath $__________
____________________________
(or % of my residual estate) to the Na-
tional Service Committee of the Catho-
lic Charismatic Renewal of the United
States, Inc. P.O. Box 628, Locust Grove,
VA 22508-0628.”

Please let us know if you have included
us in your will so that we can properly
thank you.
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Catholic Charismatic Renewal invites all people to
experience the Holy Spirit who opens us to a life-changing
relationship with Jesus Christ and the love of the Father.
The Holy Spirit empowers us for personal holiness,
renewed Catholic life, and evangelization.

If serving in your prayer group, parish, 
ministry or are seeking growth in the Spirit.

NATIONAL 
LEADERS’ & 
MINISTRIES’ 
CONFERENCE
Nov. 7-9, 2014 Pittsburgh, PA

You Are Invited

Principal Speakers 
Fr. Killian Loch, O.S.B., 
Michelle Moran,
Mark Nimo, and Fr. 
Dave Pivonka, TOR. 

Other Speakers:
Bishop Sam Jacobs, 
John and Therese 
Boucher, Deacon 
Dennis and 
Elizabeth Chitwood, 
John & Mary Jane 
Gresham, Fr. Bob 
Hogan, BBD, 
Renee Marazon, 
Deacon Carlos 
Nogueira & Alan 
Schreck.

Music by Bob Rice 
and Band.

For more information or to register call 800-338-2445 or visit     

  www.nsc-chariscenter.org 
 or potential leaders, or those serving in any m

inistry 

  Young Leaders Track for leaders in the Renewal

Cost $25

Rates $79, $145 (for couples) 
 After Sept. 31  $89, $165

      (Youth, Parish, etc.) 35 or younger 
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