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Naming our hope
for the new millennium

¢ begin the Great Jubilee Year

2000 with the fint moe of our

publication under its new name,
Pentevost Today, e w appropriate for us m
rmeark the beginning of
the Jubiles and ithe
New  Millennium
with such a change
becauie it signifies the
belief of the Mational
Service Commities
that we are at a thresh-
old in human hi.l'nnrr_
u paint of new beginnings, a point of change.
We, with the whole church, celebmie the
crossing of this threshald into a new era filled
with hope.

new

The new mpame of ouar FuHinl.mn does Mot
merely mark a special oocasion: i iv also 8
scxtement of faich, We believe that the out-
pouring of the grace of Pentecos which we
call bapeism in the Holy Spiric B in fact &
special work of God for this era of human
history. As the Spirit has been active in ev-
ery age—guiding hamanity to fulfill i po-
tential as the image and Likeness of God—0
now the Spirit guides us to addres the chal-
lenges and oppormenitics of s new millennium

These challenges and oppomunities are in-
deed daunting. Human development has
brought us the rechnology to pur & man on
the moon and 1o send o spacecraft beyond
the limie of our solar saoem. It has split che
atom and unleashed i awesome—and fear-
some—energy. It has given s the means oo
communicate instanmancously with any pokn
an the globe, showing the boundaries be-
twoen nations o be the apificial divisions
they are. Medical and social sciences have
provided some undenzanding of the intrica-

We are at a threshold in
human history, a point of

cies of the human body and mind, a5 well as .
their conncctions with the s, Yer these -
great achievements have ar times been wied :
by one group o wage war against another.

to gain unfair eco-
nomic sdvaniage, or
w  devastaie the
carth’s rescurces, re-
wulting in the distor-
tion of humaniy's
d..is,uil;:r FT i.ma.sl: af

God and seewards aof °

Geosds creation,

In i:'rin:' aof their I:IEEI‘l‘.i'ﬂ: effccts, oud falth

does mot teach that eechnology and sience,

art and literanure, or sconomic and political -
wructures are 1o be denounced o the work |

af evil, Rather, oar faith aseny thar heman

development over the ages is in fact the frulr |

of Gods Spirit among ws. Our challenge is

o insare that all human development brings ;

the race as @ whaole, snd cach human peron
in particulas, closer to our Full identicy as
image and likeness of God. To do chis, we
have been given the Spirit of God.

As the Firsy disciples of Jesus crossed the :

threshold of the UFF'" Room certain that

the Spirit they had received empowered them -

v b all| ehax Jesus hsd domne, May we be con-
fident ai we cross this threshold thar we are
empowened 1o renew the face of the earth,

My we be bold as we emberace both the chal- -

lenges and opportuninies of this new en in

the power of the Holy Spirit. May we be -
convinced that we arc indecd axperisncing |

Pentecoss posday! #
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Discovering the Gift
of the Sabba

by Fr. Rich Simon

What time is the midnight Mas?™ m, "I God is w0 good,
why am [ 40 miserable!” In Chansmatic Renewal some pars
ticularly bough questions are asked in the give-and-rake of grass coow
ccumenivm. When someone eyes my Roman collar and begina by
saying. “Brother...” | know I'm in for it Ther ok a shoppeng b of
questions that they think will sump me. "1F the Bable saya, "Call no
man fazher,” why do Cartholics call pricss father? If the Bible allows
mo graven images, why da the Catholics have sarues? And, If the
Sabharh is Sarusday, why do Catholic worhip on Sunday!™ There
are about pwenty more questions on the list dealing with the cating
of pork, tithing, the winn and purgatary.

Pri:m are asked the mose amaring questions: everything from,

Sunday is the
fulfillment of the
Sabbath.

It should be
spent joyfully
and prayerfully
with our families,
friends and
spiritual
communities.

>
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We should strive
to live with a

rhythm and order
in our daily lives
that reflects our
confidence in
God's perfect
providence,

AI: firat, woe 15 tempied 1o divmin the
whole topic and the quotioner, but they
are isnporiant quostieis. They all bail dewn
to one basic quesion: Whar is the relitions
ship of the fellower of o to the law of
Mloses, anad For that matrer, to biblcal lew in
general? Too often my pgeaeration’s dnswer
was 10 quote 3t Augusting: “Love Giod and
dowhar vou will?®

W would have done bester o quore St Paul
who said in his leteer o the Galatians st
the law was our 'l'ulr}- siier” {my iransla-
thon of the Greek word paddigesai] unuil faich
i Chmat came (Gal 334, 255, 5S¢ Ml 1y
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Far Infonmailan

that we have a new relacionahip with che Low,
Thas relisionship is made clear by the Loed
Josus himuclf when be says, "1 have not come
Eid |lu.1n:rgr the lawe bot o &l & (M.
2:17). He falbilled the law once anal fop all
in his deach snad resurreciion and we felfill
it continually as we live in his name, We can-
mot then ignore the liw nor even just ob-
serve it We are challenged o fulfill i,

For mrnpl-r.', we do nat '|.im|:||.:|r avoid adual-
tery. 'We fulfill the sixth commandment by
uriving for thar intimacy and fricndship with
our spousss thar mirroes the bve Chirisn haa
for the church, We dont just refraim from
sicaling, We are called to sacrificial generos-
ity, There s however, one commandment
mre oeglected in our tme than all others:
Kocp holy the Sabbath. Just xswe are bound
1o fulfill all dhe commundments, W anc we
obligited tm fulfill this one. It is not an op-
weemal comimandmene.

Sunday by become a day of shopping, meet-
ingr, travel, sports ovents, bowschold chores
and general cach-up for all those things no
done in the wecke Reid the Cagrebive of the
Caphalic Clarch pmsr:phn 21E o 2156,
Euu.l:uh:.- is the Ruliillment of the Sabbath. [E
n the Londs Daw, not the Malls Thy o
the Schools Duy, mor vhe Day of the Big
Crame! It thould be spent jovfully and prayer-
fu[|:r with our Familics, [riends nd t|.'|iri1||..1|
CEIEITFIRLIELEEY

I che !'L:ri]'lrul:u. wE dre II.'lI-CJ.I-d.'-l.“rI.' Com-
manded 1o reer, Thiy i mot extraneous, Ti is
a center prece of the Law of Moses, aiul i
fulfillmens must be a centerpicoe of oir re-
laviomshiip 1o the law, Sabbach rese wan the
hallmark of the people of God in the Old
Covenignt. Why! Bocawse slaves had no it
The people of Teracl were frre

W, the now biracl, heve allerwcd omrscves
1o bevome slaves to consumerivm, " Shop gl
vou drop!” Onpe chinks of the lerter to dhe
Hebrows in which we resd that the dinodse-
dient former daves dropped in the desert and
their bome bleachod until & new goncration
weat pained wp. one which was Bsichful to dhe
Lord and capable of entering rhe Losds rot
Resd Paalm 95,
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T woilk -;-;l-mtlnl[}' [ tdnl.l.l:rrr, oven to work
compulibrely in the church. In offect we dre
uying that God cannot do it withoar us. To
wirt withaut et b e deny that we 3 aved
by hin grace, that God i incapable of doing
it without mse, He canlt puﬂ aff the bake zale,
the sembnar, the choir rehearal, evc., unless
I'my theee 1o do it for him. Poor Gaod,, belp-
less wathoae me? Whas :r.mf,:m:d Be el anad
know thar he is God. In other words, sic
down, be silent and fimst seck the Lowd char
he might “build the house,” no maier whar
it e

If, far I.I:'Filll'rl..l.ﬂ' fedsia, o |:l:p|=ir.|nd in the
Carechism, we cannot observe reit on Sun-
dlay, we st find another way vo fulfill the
law of Sabdbath mear, We shoold strive 1o fve
with a thythm ansd order In our daily Inees
hat reflects our confidence in God's perfiect
providence. Our bives as believers should not
reflocr slivery bt our prayerhul intimacy with
the Lond. We muit spend sufficient time and
rest with our spouses and our children. Have
a family night. Mavbe even a linde family
praver and Bable o Carechim I-l"|.Id_'|'. Lin-
F]”F the plmm:', EXt A decent movie at the
video wore, tum off the pager, make the pop-
vorn and enjoy the Promised Land for 2 lole
while I s part ol ithe wcrameneal commix

meni of nurll'JF_t and it anri:liu Grod.

[he Jubilee Year was the ultimace Sabbarh
in which debis were remitiedd amd slaves were
freed, Have you been feeling like a slave re-
venthy? Let s rededicate ourelves to wor-
thy cebebsration of the Sabbath as our obser-
vance of the Holy Year, Perhagpe chen our o
ciery, enslaved 1o canmwmieriim and shallow,
pasaive citertainment, will see in s the froe-
dom of the children of God, #*
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