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The Eucharist:
Banquet Table
of the Jubilee

pdret Rublev's belaved icon.

*The Trinity of the Old Tes-

tament” [1422-1427), depics
three beings around 2 nble. On the from
side of the table & 4 wmall pectanguler open-
i.ns. Aty el wn thay ehis npﬂﬁns in the
table represents our invitatkon to be a part of
the 1able of the Triniry:

try S Grenitlym Spawlding. OSH

Jesiss, ahe Paschal Laemh, a5 the Last Supper.
spoke thualy: *1 have andonely lopged 1o car
thix Peesver wath i betaee | auller, bes
e, I tl.'H }uu,'ﬁ ||'u.L| e cat i w1
fulfilled in the kingdom of Gad™ (Luke
22 14-16). The feruales Mkl footnote to
this pasispe resdi: “The firg vape of fulfill-
mene i the Eucharim inelf, the cemrer of
:p'lrih.l:l life in the ki.ng«llum lounded |1-;|.
lesuss the finl Mape will be ar the end of

time when the Pausover i to be fulfilled per-
rn:l.!:r and in 2 Faihion o !’ﬂﬂ#f vieiled.”
“Then he took beead, and when be had given
thanks, be broke it and gave in to chem, wy-
img, "This is miy body given for yous do this
in remembrance of me” He did the vame
with the Cup sfter MUPPEL, snd wnid, "This
cup is the new covenant in my Tslesad pnurtd
out for I1n.14.|' [Liike 22:19. 20,
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l n his book Ciwiie. the Sacramens of the
Encounter withk God, Fr. Edward
Schillebeecks states: “In the hullest sense
of the word, a sacrament is the pledge of
Chriats avallabilisy to 2 particular individuak
the mngible pledge of his willing readiness
0 ERLET upon in encounter.” In the wers-
ment of the Euchaging, Jems offers os him-
seli—an encounter with him—in forgive-
neis, nourihment, rear, & place ar his rable,
a cowenant relarionahip,

One year ago, a friend, Par Correr, was dy-
ing of beeast cancer. She and her hushand,
Baob, had been attending our Sunday mormn-
ing Eucharse ar the monastery. Dhue o her
illngss, she could no bonger come. The Ab-
boi, soveral other commaunity membens and
I alcrmazcly brought her the Euchariz. She
was fifty-cight. an amist who had raisad twe
sons wha lived out of sare. Her hunband
wah 4 cousnsclor in a high school on the M-
vajo Revervation in Ambona and communed
frespuently, Because of the severicy of her ill-
ness, her Family was present. She was in the
firnal e ﬂrlt'.ll‘!l.'l':h |1ﬂ.1-'i|_'." m:-di{‘:.btli. angl
was walking with an oxygen machine, She
and | visited privately on her back pario with
an incredible view of the mountains,

Afier | had l::i\'rn her ithe Eochansi, we i
in silence. Qubetly, Par apologired for not
being more entemaining. | wold her how
much she had blewed me. Every tdme we
met, her encouragement and genuine inter-
st in my life and concerns muched my hear.
I went an 00 tell her that visiting her as she
was suffering was like being close to Jesus
an the cross, She was w close to heaven. ['n
paused a long while and booked at me—her
eyes focuing on me through her thick
phwses. | wondered what she would say, He
every wistd wai proving 1o be so stgnificant.
She then waid, *You have really Aessnrd me
rosdayt™ 'We both broke into ceans. Being un-
comfonable with the power of ber words to
me at thiv time, the broke into laughter
shonly afeerwands, She was joyful even ar a
time like this. | felr Jesus had just :.Pnhfn
rJ'I‘L'lE '“'L'Ild.l EL} [N T‘]II[ Wald our Iﬂt I..I'Llrl:d
Eucharist. Pat passed to the kingdom wathin
rwer weeks,

Yow have really honored me todiny! Aveniy these
the words of Jeus to un ar every Euchari!?
We are ih heartfelt commuonion with the

“Trininy.

During the Sabbath,
families walked together,

worshipped together
and ate together amid
Scriptures, wine, holy
bread, candles and flow-
ers. The Sabbath, like
the year of Jubilee, is a
“taste of heaven.”

Thr]ul'li.]l:-n: i an appoinied time o ey =—
the lind rests. debes are cancokod. grice-
ances are forgiven, so the people rake a
*bresther.” The Eucharist s abio a plice of
ret. My moat vivid experience of rest came
to e in 190G while living in the villige of
Ein Karem, the village of the Vishation aof
Elizabeth and the Blessed Virgin Mary,
souithwest of the city of Jerusalem. | was one
of sixteen students areending the fouir-tnanth
Jeruralem Studies Program sponsared by 5.
Johin's University in Collegeville, Minneiota.
Our program took plice in the dommitory
adjasent to the Frandrican monsitery that
rsintained the shrine of the birth plsce of
John the Bapist.

The small Jewish village of Ein Karem gave
us beautiful glimpses of the Sabbath ress. All
public manspormaton in Jerusalem sopped
firom sunset of Frday uonl “the firg chice
itan” af sunset on Saterday, During the Sab-
bath, familics walked wogether, wonhipaed
wopether and atc topother amid Scnipiurce,
wine, holy bread. candles and flowers. The
Sabbath, like the year of Jubilos, i3 & "usse
of beaven.”

In our class on Jowish worship raughe by 5e
Maurcena Frive. a Sister of Zion from
Canada, we learned rthae petitions see noy
allowed on the Sabbagh, bur rather pravees
af |.'|||,-1.-.i:15_ and :h:n.'ugirin;. Thit ane ih].' a
weck is to be all joy and rest—no worry, In-
stcad of being goal-oriented, we ane chal-
lenged to lead quality bives. Tt is & day that
one creates for onesell where one stepi out
af ieme o heaven.

In the book £ Avked for Wandder by Abraham
Joshua Heschel, rest is again asiociated with
the Sabbath. *In the tempestuous ocean of
time and ol there are Rilinds of stillneis
where man may entet & harbos and reclaim
his dignity. The island is the seventh day,
the Sabback, 3 day of dewschment from
things, instruments and praceical affains as
well a1 ateachment o the spirie.”

Pope John Paul 11, in his encwclical Tertio
Millenmre Adverients, sayi: " Eipeciadly in thes
phase [of the Jubilee], the phase of celebra-
tion, the 2im will be 1o give glory to the Trin-
ity, from whom everything in the world and
in history comes and o whom everything
returns., This myseery s the focus of the three
years of immicdimic proparatn from Christ,
through Christ, in the Holy Spirit. 10 the
Father. In this sense the Jubilee oclebration
makes present inan anticipatory way the poal
and Relfillment of the lifc of cach Chritian
and of the whole church in the Triune God.”

The words of the third Eucharistic prayer
speak of reconciliation, nourishment, peace
and rest for the whole warld:

Look with favour on yous church’ of-
fering, and see the viciim whoie death
has reconciled i to yourelf, Grant that
we, who ate poutithed by ki bady and
blood, muy be filled with his Holy Spin,
and bevome ane body, one l|1iri|: in
Chrsr.. Lond, may this wenfice. which
has made our peace with you, advance
the peace and salvation af all the world.

We nioed not wait for the death of our carchly
besdies 1o partake of the blessings of the king-
dom. We can cach receive Jesus in the word,
in forgivensis, in rest, nourithment, peace
and joy ar our Eucharitic feasts hete on
earth—at the invitaton of the Blessed Trin-
ity. W can even pow partake of the bangue
rabls of the Jubdee. #
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The Mystery of the Incarnation

Excerpts from Incarnationis Mysterium
Pope John Paul IT's Proclamation of the Great

Jubilee of the Year 2000

Pablished on the Firt Sunday of Advent 1998, Incarnenonis Mysrerium b the official
proclimation of the Great Jubilee of the Yesr 2000, In it, Pope John Paul IT states the
reasonn for observing this Jubilee, reminding the world that it is more than the beginning
of & new millennium; it is the anniversary of the Incarnation of the San of God. It offers
rich reflections on the imponance of this event, and notes the variow signy which will
h]!hliaﬁt the Jubilee Year: pilgrimage, the holy door, indulgences, Looking to the future,
the Pope calls the church 1o wse the Jubilee as an opponunity for extraordinary growth in
boliness, making the pew millennium a dme of increased Christian wimess, facilitating
God's desire for & new heaven and new earth,

The below offer an overview of Incamationd Mysteriom. Leadens will find the
document helpful in keeping in foous the suthentie meaning of the Jubilee throughoot
the year. It i aleo an excellent resource for teaching on the Incarnation s the focal point
of history, the pymbaliim of pilprimages, the theology of indulgence and the witnew of
the martyrs, These beief sections eould be used effectively within prayer meetings and

other gatherings,

Cﬁht-rlh]rl.ltinﬁ the myseery of the In
caenation of the Son af Gad, the
church PreEpares o cloes the thresh-
old of the Thind Millennium...In Jeuis
Chrisz che history of alvaton finds o oul-
riration snd ultimare meaning. In him, we
have all received “grace wpon grace” (n
1:16), having been reconciled wish che Fa-
ther (cf, Rm. %:10, 2 Cor. 5:18). The harzh
of Jesua o1 Bethlehem is noc an event which
can be consigned o the pasi. The whole of
huaman hisory in Fact wtanads in reference o
him: our own tme and the fuere of the

world are dluminated by his presence, He is
“the Living One” (Rev, 1:18), "who is, who

wis andl who i o come” {Rew, 1:4), Belore
him every knee must bend, {5 the heavens,
on carth and under the carth, and every
LTI |'lt\u-|:|.iim that he i Lord (cf. Phal.
LA0-11). Ia the encounnes with Cheir, e
tr:rm.m-llh-!mm the mrr:rr:rn[hhm lifie.
bevun i the penuine newness which iarpana
all hayman expeceations and wch be remain
fosi oved, from age to age. The Incamation of
the Son of God and the sabvation which he
hian scoomplished by his dearh amd resareec-
tion are therelore the rmee criverion {or evalu-
ating all thae happens in tme and every e
fore 1o make life more human. .

TS roous

The coming Jubilee, thorcfor, can well be
condidered "Grear,” and the dhurch declanei
her fervene desite 1o embrace all believers in
order 1o offer them the joy of reconciliztlon,
From the whole church there will rise the
hymn of praise and thanksgiving to the Fa-
ther, who in his incomparsble love has
granted us in Christ to be “fellow citirens
with the minn and memben of the hoose-
hold of God™ [Eph. 2:19). On the accasbon
of this grear fean, 3 warm invitation 1o dhare
our jor goss out to the follewen of other
reliphina, 2 1t docs 1o thoar who are far From
faith in Gaod. As brothen and sisten in the
one human family, may we cnos togerher
the threshald of 2 new millenmium thag wall
demand effore and responsbility on the part
of all....

In the course of history, the institution of
the Jubiles hus been enriched by slgms which
atteit 1o the futh and foaser the downon aff
the Christian people. Among these, the firn
1% the oo ﬂf"‘l%‘l‘l.ﬂ'l.w'. which i linked
o the sinuation of man who readily docriba
his lifc as a joamney...A pilprimage cvokes
the believers personal journcy in the fooi-
||;|:|;|| of ithe Hﬂ[mmcr; i'l |'| an c::c'l:in: nf
praceical aseeticiim, of repentance for hu-
inan weakneises, of constant vigilanee sver
ancs frailey of interior pr:pa.rllinn for a

change of heirr..,

In addition to there i the sign
of the baly door, opened for the fing fime in
the Basilica of the Most Holy Savior st the
Lazeran during che Jubilee of 1425, Iy evokes
the pasage from sin to grace which every
Christlan is called 1o accomplish.. There s
only enc way that opens wide the entrance
it the life of communion with God: this
is Jesus, the one and absolute way to
saleation... The facus on the disor & 1o recal
the responsibiliny of every belicver o crom
its theeshold. To pass through thar door
procans po comben char Jeaus Chrise i Loads oo
b to strengthen faith in him in onder 1o lve
the new life which bhe b grven ...

Another distinesive sign. and one familisr to
the faithful, is the indizlpence. which is one
of the constitutive clements of the Jubilee.
The indulgence discloses the Fullness of the
Father's mercy, who offers everyone his lowve,
expressed primarily in the forgiveness of

>

PENTECOST TODAY fanuaryFeboaaryMarch 2000 7



LEADERS[Ielells

sim... The wcrsment of Penenee affer shie
sinner " new possibiliny 1o convert and 1o
recoveer thie grace of tification” won by the
wrifice af Chnst, The sinner ihus enten
the life af Gad anew anid shams, rull:ll in the
life af the chirch. .. Reconciliation with Goad
does noe mean thar there are no enduting
conscguences of sim from which we must be
purificd, lv is procisely in this context tha
the indulgenoe becomes impartam, since
i an experession of the “towl gift of the mercy
of God®....

Revelation also reaches thag the Chrisian &
not alone on the path of convenion. In Christ
and through Christ, his life i linked by s
myseerious bond o the lives of all other
Chigisdans in the supornatisral union of the
Mystical Body. This cstablishes among the
faithful 3 marvelous exchange of spiritual
gifts, in virtue of which the holingw of one
benefies the others in 4 way far oxeeding
the harm which the sin of one hay infliceed
pan othern, Theee are Prnpl: whas leave in
||1:ir wake & sudent uﬂnw'. uF:.u'rrmnE |1nrnr
well, o purity and e, which invelves aml
suataing others. This i the reality of “vican.

owsnas,” upon which the entine myitery af
Chirse ia '.":run-.hd.. His mpn'alm.ndmt |.|:|-|.-¢
sxvies s all. Yot it i part of the grandoor of
Chrir's live ot 1o lesve i in the condition
of panive recipients, but 1o draw us into his
zaving work and, in particular, into his pas-

LILET)

Let wi therefmee loak e che famre. The mes-
ciful Father viloes no account af the vin for
which we are sruly sorry (el 1 38:17). He
i now doing something new, and in the love
which forgiven he anticipases the new beaven
amnd the new carth. Therefore, o char there
iy be a renewed commitment o Chriatian
witness in the world of the nexe millennium,
ler faith be refreshed, let hope increase and
let chariey exert bself snill more,..

A sign of true Chiistian keve, ageless but -
peially powerful roday, i the memory of the
martyrs, Theit witness must poy be forgos-
ten. They are the ones who have proclaimed
the gospel by giving their lives for love, The
martyt, eipecially in our own days, is 2 sign
of that greater love which sums up all other
vilues. .. The believer who has seriously pon-

dered his Christian vocation, incuding whai
revelation has o ey about the possibiline of
martyrdom, cannot exclude it from his Lifes
own hofeon. ..l the hearts of the Rdikful,
may admication for their martvrdam be
matched by the deiire 1o follow their ex-
ample, wirh God's grace, shioubd circum-
MANEes redquire it

The joy of the Jubilee would noe be com-
plete if our gaze did not turn o her who in
full obedicnce 1o the Father gave birth to
the Son of God in the flesh for our
nake. . May she, who with feus ber son xnd
Joseph her spouse went on pilgrimage w the
holy temple of God. guard the steps of all
thase who will be pilgrims in this Jubilee vear.
And through the coming months may she
deipn to intcrcede intensely for the Chris-
tian people, so thar sbundant grace and
mercy may be theim, o they rojoioe ar the
pwo thousand yeam since the birth of thar
Savior

Let the prave of tbe church fae 1o God the Fa-
ther in the Floly Spiric fue the gt of wlvatian in
Chirtwr the Loed, boah now and farevermore, #

Eighth Haitian
Congress meets

From July 30% 10 August 1* of 1999, the
Haitian Councll for the Cachalic ©haris-
mkatic Renewal in the US held their Eighch
Mational Congress ar the Jama L. Knight

Center in Mismi. The Congress was entitled
“God, the Father of Mercy,”

Previows Congreices have been held in New
Youk., Mow ooy and Boston, This was the
woinsl time the gathering was i Miami
Speakens included: Fr. Gagran Boundiquot.
the spiritual direcvor of the Renewal in Hain;

Mri. Evelyne Olvier, 3 former memiber of

the Service Comminee of Haitd; and Magr.
Joseph Malagreca. the Moderaror of the
Haitian Council in the US. Bishop Scrge
Maoa, Archbubop of Port-au-Prince, ocl-
ebvarad che chming Mass and gave the chow-
ing homily.

This Congress artracted the largest number
l"'rj.H‘l.I'I'iII: ever; over 3300 mnheresd for the
eveit, One of the highlights was the proces-
sion with the Blessed Sacrament in the stroct
o Miarnb, with the fined benediction glven
in the pless. This scgment artracned live eele

vition broadcast and was shamm on the Mi-
ami mews that very night.

Another brautiful element of the Congress
was the dramatizaclon presented by the youth
group of Commwnanrd Neweelle from the
parish of B, Janses in Miami, This growp of
Haitran :|.'v|.n|.|]|. |'m||u_n;~d Fvu-r ||'|¢ ¢I:|III|'E E.un-
grois theee different Bible worne: Creation
and Fall; Calvagy o Pensocoss; and the Prodi-
gil Son.

Theenthusizim engendered by the Congress
s still high, and we are all looking foreand
ik Ll Dih 'L'-l.ll.lill.;,ll:u. schieduled to be held in
Mew York on July 25-30, 2000 "The Waid
Became Fleah”

First National
Hispanic
Conference held

Hispanic Charismatics hold many diocesan
and regional conferences in the Unined Staces,
some of which anract barge numbers. Bur
this vear, Four the fing time a Matbonal Cone
ferense, sponaored by the Hispanic Mational

Service Committee and supported by His-
panics all over the country, wis held in Mi-
ami from Ogrober 1-3, The theme of the
Conference was "Abba Father”

Speskers includad Fr. Ricarde Cascellanos,
pastor of San Isidra in Pampano Beach, and
the founder of the international ministey
l'h‘h; Ve .‘l‘l:ll'il}'nﬂ Kramar, founder of
Cherfifinian, alia ip-nh: Charmetiiodam o
4n evangelisie Catholic outresch to Hipan-
ia, centerad in L Angea. Mg Joseph
Malsgrecs, the Spirinaal Dhieeceoe of che His-
|:|.|:1i: Mational Service Commitees, wai 2
|||-nF|:|:l. and led the -n'-l:riin‘ '|'u'.|'|'|r|5 WEIVIKE.
Fr. Lucas Casaerr, a Belpgian misisnary work-
inig for many years in Bolivia, was g speaker
and celebrated Satumglay’s Mass. Bishop
Gilbscrio Feandnder, Auniliary Bihop of
Mumi, celebrazed the choiing M

Orver 2400 poople attended the Confinende.
On Sarurday, the Youtl Mational Commit-
eee hosted @ session which anrscred over 200
Hispanic youth, The great success of rhis

national endeavor means that the Hispanic
Mational Service Commitioe wanis 1o do it
apain, Mlans are being made for 2001, 4
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