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LEADERS  FOCUS �
For the renewal of the grace of Pen-
tecost in the life and mission of the
church we pray:

Father of light,
from whom every good

gift comes,
send your Spirit into our lives

with the power of a mighty wind,
and by the flame of your wisdom
open the horizons of our minds.

Loosen our tongues to sing your
praise in words beyond
the power of speech,
for without your Spirit

man could never raise his voice
in words of peace

or announce the truth that
Jesus is Lord,

who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit,

one God, forever and ever.
Amen.

Opening prayer from the liturgy for
the Feast of Pentecost

Intercessory Prayer

by David Thorp

P ope John Paul II often uses phrases
that capture the imagination. They
are the words of a prophet who sees

and understands more clearly than most
the action of God. Pope John Paul II has
used such prophetic phrases as: “New Ad-
vent” to describe the years before the Great
Jubilee; “New Evangelization” to call us
to action; “New Springtime” to announce
what God is doing now; “building the civi-
lization of love” as a task before us; and
the “docile school of Mary” as a place to
learn the disciple’s life.

The meanings of these phrases are not evi-
dent on first reading. We can easily give a
pious nod to them—as sometimes happens
when prophetic words are spoken at prayer
meetings or conferences. We say, “Amen,”
or applaud immediately after they are spo-
ken. And then we move on without really
understanding the words or without allow-
ing them to propel us deeper into life with
God and explode us further into apostolic
action. In a sense, we dismiss the words
and dismiss ourselves from their instruc-
tion to us.

Leaders in prayer groups, in particular,
have a responsibility to meditate on such
prophetic words from the Holy Father and
on other words that come in prophecy. As
they do so, leaders will begin to see some
implications of these words. Leaders will
begin to be changed by them. Through
teachings they can help prayer group mem-
bers hear and respond.

Speaking to Rinnovamento nello Spirito
Santo (Renewal in the Holy Spirit), the
most representative charismatic body in
Italy, the Holy Father used one of his
evocative phrases. As he concluded his
address Pope John Paul II said: “In our

time that is so hungry for hope, make the
Holy Spirit known and loved. Help bring
to life that culture of Pentecost that alone
can make fruitful the civilization of love
and friendly coexistence among peoples”
[emphasis added].

As leaders in Charismatic Renewal, we
should not be content with merely quot-
ing this phrase at conferences and prayer
meetings. It is too important to be dis-
missed like that. We should seek to un-
derstand it and call people to respond.

I would like to share the beginning of
one understanding of the “culture of
Pentecost”—a fairly broad one that
needs to be adapted to specific groups
and circumstances.

1. Wait for God’s empowerment. Then—once
empowered—don’t keep waiting, but act. In
the first chapter of Acts of the Apostles
the disciples are told to wait for the “prom-
ise of the Father” and are assured that they
would be baptized in the Holy Spirit and
“receive power when the Holy Spirit comes
upon you.” Waiting and receiving were
necessary before they went charging out;
they had to go out once they were bap-
tized and had received. This is to be our
pattern. Don’t go before being empowered;
don’t sit around once you are empowered.
Do we decide to move and then invite God
to come along and empower our plans?
Or, do we keep waiting for another word
or for more “anointing” and all we are do-
ing is making God wait?

2. Be constantly willing to be surprised and
stretched by God. Pentecost was already a
Jewish Feast; that is why so many people
from so many places were outside the
Upper Room in Jerusalem. It was cel-

ebrated in certain ways. But what a differ-
ent Pentecost it turned out to be! Pente-
cost in Acts 2 was something quite new. Is
it always “Pentecost as usual” for us? Are
we ready for surprises of the Holy Spirit?
Are we getting stuck in a rut? Am I, our
prayer group, our leadership team willing
to have a strong wind drive through us?

3. Speak so as to be heard in many “lan-
guages.” Parthians, Medes, Cretans and
Arabs were among those who heard the
disciples speaking to them in their own
languages. How willing are we to adapt
our message to the audience (yes, without
compromising it) so they can hear us? Can
we speak in their “language” or do we con-

Exploring the call to build the
culture of Pentecost

See exploring page 10
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Please pray for the following initia-
tives, activities and concerns of the
National Service Committee:

◆  For the Gathering of National Lead-
ership Groups in Miami in January.

◆  For the elections of members to
the NSC in January.

◆  That every meeting of the NSC
will be anointed with the wisdom
and love of the Holy Spirit to fulfill
the Lord’s purposes for this minis-
try, and that every decision will re-
flect God’s inspiration and faithful
stewardship by the NSC members.

◆  For planning and preparations for
upcoming events sponsored by the
National Service Committee:

✓  Festivals of Praise for Youth in
Houma-Thibodaux, Louisiana,
in January;
✓  Regional Leaders’ Gatherings
in Denver, February 6-8;
✓  2004 National Conference
in Lowell, Massachusetts,
June 25-27.

◆ That the “culture of Pentecost” will
take root in our world.

tinue to insist that we speak only in our
“language”—that is, in the jargon that we
are comfortable with in Charismatic Re-
newal, in parishes, in our ethnic group or
culture?

4. Give away whatever you have. In Acts 3,
a beggar cries out to Peter for alms. Hav-
ing no money to give, Peter gives what he
has: his confidence and trust in Jesus’
power to heal. I know the lesson is to give
Jesus away, to act with faith. But the les-
son is also to give whatever you have (if
Peter had money, I’m convinced he would
have given that, too). Do not hold on to
anything as exclusively your own. Be will-
ing to put it at the disposal of those in
need. It is the “culture of Pentecost” that
we see being built in Acts of the Apostles
(2:44-45; 4:32-37).

5. Be bold; don’t shrink back. In Acts 4 we
read three times of the boldness of this
early community. It does not say they were
obnoxious, but they pressed forward with
conviction. We need to have a similar,
unbending conviction about the kingdom
of God, about the civilization of love. Why
do we allow ourselves to be intimidated?
Why do we allow ourselves to be stopped

from speaking or advocating for this king-
dom, from building this new civilization?

6. Stretch and build unity. The church faced
the possibility of breakups early on. Re-
call the Hellenists’ complaint that their
widows were being neglected and the great
consternation when Gentiles starting ac-
cepting Christ and being joined to the
community. But the church stretched to
preserve and build unity. How are we to
build unity? What kind of stretching do
we have to do—in the Catholic Church,
in the body of Christ, across religious, ra-
cial, ethnic, economic, age lines?

I am sure that there are other aspects of
the “culture of Pentecost” that we need to
learn and bring to life. I am sure there are
other prophetic words that we are called
to hear and live.

How does the “culture of Pentecost” chal-
lenge you and your group? How are you
helping others to hear and live it? ◆

David Thorp is Liaison for the Charis-
matic Renewal in the Archdiocese of Bos-
ton and Director of Evangelization at the
Spiritual Life Center of the Marian Com-
munity in Medway, Massachusetts.

Exploring from p. 9

National Leaders’ Conference
The 2003 National Leaders’ Conference was held November 14-16 at the Gaylord
Opryland Hotel in Nashville, Tennessee. About seven hundred leaders from across
the country, and as far away as Alaska, participated in the conference which was
convened by the National Service Committee in collaboration with the Associa-
tion of Diocesan Liaisons.

The theme was “Charismatic Leadership for the New Millennium: Led by the
Holy Spirit.” The Friday evening keynote address was given by Fr. Tom Forrest.
Saturday featured a selection of thirty workshops presented by twenty speakers.
John Michael Talbot was present and gave a wonderful concert on Saturday evening.

More will be available about the Conference in the next issue.

The NSC highly recommends that prayer groups purchase a set of audiotapes/
CDs of the talks (see ordering information on this page). ◆

National Leaders’ Conference
Audio/Videotapes/Cds

Most of the thirty workshops at the
2003 National Leaders’ Confer-
ence are available on audiotape or
CD. In addition, Fr. Tom Forrest’s
Friday evening keynote talk, the
Sunday morning session and four
workshops are available on video-
tape.

For more information and for a
complete list of available tapes/
CDS, contact:

Resurrection Tapes
2719 E. 42ND

Minneapolis, MN 55406
612-721-7933
resurrection@usfamily.net

NEWSBRIEFS
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Twelve Days of
Blessings
Over twelve hundred leaders
from throughout the world,
including a contingent from
the United States of over a hun-
dred strong, participated in the
Twelve Days of Blessings Inter-
national Leaders Gathering or-
ganized by the International
Catholic Charismatic Renewal
Services (ICCRS).

The first two days were a lead-
ers’ consultation involving
seven hundred leaders. This
was followed by a four-day re-
treat led by Fr. Raniero
Cantalamessa, OFM cap.,
Preacher to the Papal House-
hold. About eleven hundred
leaders participated.  Some six
hundred leaders ended the
Twelve Days with a pilgrimage
to holy sites in Italy.

The event was held at the
Mariopolis Centre in Castel
Gandolfo near the Holy
Father’s summer residence. The
Mariopolis is the International
Headquarters for the Focolare
movement. The collaboration
between the Charismatic Re-
newal and the Focolare on the
international level has in-
creased since Pope John Paul II
convened the movements on
the eve of Pentecost 1998.
Chaira Lubich, foundress of
the Focolare, gave a talk dur-
ing the retreat on the role of
the Holy Spirit in the Focolare
movement.

The keynote address for the
consultation was given by
Charles Whitehead, Chairman
of the National Service Com-
mittee of England and former
President of ICCRS. The talk
set the tone not only for the
Consultation, but for the re-
treat and pilgrimage as well.

Allan Panozza of Australia, the
current Chairman of ICCRS,
wrote in the program booklet
about ICCRS’ hope for the
gathering:

“You have responded to the
prompting of the Holy Spirit
by coming here to be a living
witness to the diversity of the
worldwide Renewal, and I
have no doubt that Jesus has
something special for you to
receive and to which you
might give testimony in your
own time. When you return
to your homes may you be
refreshed and inspired in the
same way as the Apostles were
after they had spent time
alone with Jesus. I pray that
the grace of the Holy Spirit
will be upon each of you dur-
ing these days ‘…until know-
ing the love of Christ, which
is beyond all knowledge, you
are filled with the utter full-
ness of God’ (Eph. 3:19).”

All the talks and homilies were
audiotaped and are available. We
highly recommend the talk by
Charles Whitehead, all the talks
by Fr. Cantalamessa, the power-
ful witness of a couple from
Spain on tape P1686 #6, Bishop
Joseph Grech’s and Bishop (now
Archbishop) Stanislaw Rylko’s
on P1686 #5 (see box for infor-
mation on ordering audiotapes).◆

Twelve Days of Blessings
audiotapes available
To order audiotapes, contact

Vocepiù, Corso Italia 46,
20122 Milan, Italy;
phone 0258301229;
fax 02 5830149;
e-mail: info@vocepiu.it.

Series P1685 includes five
tapes from the leaders consul-
tation. Series P1686 includes
seven tapes from the retreat.

The two series may be ordered
together or separately, or indiv-
idual tapes may be purchased.

NEWSBRIEFS
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Tammie Stevens
Western Washington Catholic
Charismatic Renewal, Seattle
The National Leaders’ Confer-
ence opening session was an
amazing time of drawing close
to God’s heart and answering
the call to repentance. Through
praise and worship led by the
music ministry from the Alle-
luia Community and Fr. Tom
Forrest’s keynote address, we
were called to lay down our
burdens and allow God to re-
fill and refresh us.

Saturday was a day to sharpen
our skills and gain new tools,
with thirty workshops offered.
One workshop I attended was on
praise and worship in which
Josephine Cachia and Fr Rich-
ard Loch did a wonderful job en-
couraging and challenging us to
look at our life as prayer and to
step out of our prayer to work.
Saturday ended with a concert
by John Michael Talbot. He
called it a musical retreat and
that’s truly what it was—an en-
counter with God through the
songs that we shared.

Sunday morning Aggie Neck
gave an amazing talk on “God’s
Wildest Dreams for Us” and Fr
Tom Forrest spoke to us about
fidelity, the forgotten fruit of
the Holy Spirit. Bishop Ed-
ward Kmiec of Nashville joined
us for the closing Mass.

National Leaders’ Conference
November 14-16, 2003,
Nashville, Tennessee

Reflections on
Charismatic Leadership
in the New Millennium:
Led by the Holy Spirit

One of the most important
things I learned this weekend
is that docility to the Holy
Spirit means saying to God,
“I’m teachable.” We need to
remember that no matter how
much we have learned, how
long we have been involved in
the Renewal, or how long we
have had a relationship with
God, there is always more!

Roy Handy
Director, Ministry to Catholic
Charismatic Renewal, Toledo
Excitement, expectancy, jubi-
lation and hope were in the
air in Nashville. I walked
away from Friday evening’s
session feeling elated, marvel-
ing at Fr. Tom Forrest’s appar-
ent love of the Lord and his
excitement in sharing the
word of God. On Saturday I
attended Jim Murphy’s, Dr.
Michele Greischar’s  and
Renee Marazon’s workshops.
I believe that every leader at-
tending the sessions got more
than they expected. At the Sun-
day Mass, Bishop Kmiec was
open and frank about situa-
tions that confront all of us in
the Renewal every day of our
lives. I look forward to the fu-
ture with great expectations.
Eye has not seen and ear has
not heard what God, the Holy
Spirit, has in store for us. Let
us keep preparing for that time.

Jim and Darlene Shorn
River of Life Prayer Group,
North Mankato, Minnesota
What stood out most for me
(Darlene) was Linda Schubert’s
workshop on knowledge and
prophecy. Linda presented this
workshop in such a way that
the participants could actually
practice. Many stated that the
word shared with them was just
what they needed to hear. I had
sometimes thought that I
might have these gifts but
didn’t know what to do with
it. It was encouraging to know
that I could have a word for
someone and could express it.

My (Jim) overall impression
comes from the message of Fr.
Tom Forrest. In the keynote
address he said that he sees the
Holy Spirit moving through all
the gifts and fruits of the Spirit
today. The whole weekend led
me to conclude that the Char-
ismatic Renewal, as a pouring
out of grace, is broader than
what people might usually
highlight. I not only received
much good information but
was also blessed in a powerful
way during the sprinkling rite
at the beginning of the Sunday
liturgy. I am still experiencing
that blessing.

Jolene Carpenter
Admini s t ra t o r,  Ca tho l i c
Charismatic Renewal Office,
Minneapolis
The strength and scope of the
Renewal is evident when meet-
ing people from so many dis-
tant places. It helps us remem-
ber that we are a vital part of
something much larger than
just our local prayer groups.
Although I came late to Arlene
Apone’s workshop on “Dis-
cernment and Use of Charisms
in Healing Prayer” I soon
found out why this one was
crowded to overflowing. She
did a wonderful job teaching
and explaining the basics of
discernment in praying for
healing for others. The grace
and power of the Holy Spirit
is being used by God through
the Renewal all over the world,
especially in Africa and the
Asian countries. As Fr. Forrest
exclaimed, “Thirty-seven years!
We are just starting!”

Jean Pensis
Green Bay, Wisconsin
I really didn’t know what to ex-
pect coming into the confer-
ence. I thought that I might
find a whole lot of tired, burnt
out leaders at the conference. I
was wrong. The Renewal is
alive! There was a fresh wind
of the Spirit moving through
everybody. This gave me ex-
pectant faith for what is about
to happen. I cannot help but
sense there is a major move of
God that is going to be hap-
pening in the Charismatic Re-
newal! Lord give us holy bold-
ness! Move freely through us to
bring Jesus to all those we meet!
Come Holy Spirit blow where
you will! ◆
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T hen, Jesus said, “OK, now you
have truly relished this relationship
of child to father, now look at

yourself in the second half of the prayer.”
That is when we remember that we are
sinners. “Forgive us our sins.” Jesus never
wants us to start our prayer, even when
we are sinners, with that recognition.
Though it is important, something else is
more important. What comes first is our
recognition: “Daddy, your Son has made
me your son/daughter. Abba, I kiss you.”
And then we ask for whatever else we need.

This is part of the culture of Pentecost that
I believe each one of us needs to promote.
That is what we are doing in our prayer
groups—relishing our sonship/
daughterhood in God; praising him, re-
membering his great deeds, and offering
ourselves to him; and leading others, shar-
ing with them this faith, this hope, this
love. It is very important that we do not
give up on our Life in the Spirit seminars,
that we don’t forget to bring more and
more people to this fountain of grace. That
is the culture of Pentecost. ◆

This article was adapted from a talk given
at the 2003 National Catholic Charismatic
Renewal Conference in San Antonio.

A former Director of the
International Catholic
Charismatic Renewal
Services in Rome, Fr.
Fio Mascarenhas now
serves as Chairman of
the National Service
Committee of India.

is a formation that has the starting point
in a deep conversion of the heart. At the
beginning there is always a personal en-
counter with the person of Christ, who
enters one’s life and changes it radically.
In the field of Christian formation the
great originality of pedagogical methods
of the movements emerges. We are deal-
ing with a Christocentric formation stress-
ing what is essential in the baptismal vo-
cation of every Christian. It is a radical
pedagogy that is not afraid of high ideals
of Christian holiness. It is a formation con-
ducted in small communities as irreplace-
able points of formation and of support—
especially in our society characterized by
solitude and anonymous relationships. It
is an integral formation involving all the
dimensions of life. Finally, there is the deep
sense of belonging to the church and a
great love for the church. Ecclesial move-
ments present themselves as live laborato-
ries of faith in which Christians are born
and grow in maturity, living their voca-
tion and mission in depth.

Christian formation must always have a
strong missionary dimension because
Christian vocation is in itself vocation to
the apostolate. Therefore ecclesial matu-
rity in the movements can be verified by
their commitment to evangelization. Mis-
sion makes us rediscover fully our voca-
tion in the church. It defends us from the
temptation of a selfish withdrawal into
oneself, and from the danger of seeing the
community as a comfortable refuge in
which to hide from the actual problems
of the world.

In order to accomplish fully what has been
explained already, there are some impor-
tant conditions.  It is essential for the
movements to insert themselves “humbly”
in the life of the parish, avoiding any atti-
tude of superiority or pride, like those who
know more or better. It is a strong warn-
ing for all lay leaders of any community.

At the same time, the responsibility of
bishops and priests in this field is great and
fundamental: they should be able to ac-
cept and welcome the ecclesial movements
in their dioceses and parishes in a fatherly
way, recognizing them and respecting their
specific characteristics.

John Paul II is a great master of the new
evangelization for all of us today, a tireless
pilgrim of the gospel, notwithstanding his
eighty-three years. At the very beginning
of his pontificate he launched a heartfelt
appeal that still touches the deepest chords
of our soul: “Be not afraid! Open wide
your door to Christ!”  These are prophetic
words, a synthesis of his pastoral program
of new evangelization for the world today.

Now, after twenty-five years, the elderly
pope does not cease to exhort us: “Let us
go forward in hope! A new millennium is
opening before the church like a vast ocean
upon which we shall venture, relying on
the help of Christ. The Son of God, who
became incarnate two thousand years ago
out of love for humanity, is at work even
today. We need discerning eyes to see this,
and, above all, a generous heart to become
instruments of his work” (Novo Millennio
Ineunte, n. 58).

Following the thought of the Holy Father,
my wish for you is that you acquire a “gen-
erous heart” and “discerning eyes” to dis-
cover in the Charismatic Renewal and in
the other ecclesial movements precious
gifts of the Spirit: hope for humanity. May
you become ever more authentic apostles
of the new evangelization! ◆

This article was adapted from a talk given
at Franciscan University of Steubenville in
June 2003.

Archbishop Stanislaw Rylko serves as Presi-
dent of the Pontifical Council for the Laity.

Son from p. 4 Test from p. 5

It is very important that
we don’t forget to bring
more and more people
to this fountain of grace.
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From the
Director

by Walter Matthews
○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Strengthening leaders,
strengthening renewal

If we are to respond to the call of our
Lord, spoken by Pope John Paul II, to
“make the Holy Spirit known and loved

[and] help bring to life the culture of Pen-
tecost that alone can make fruitful the cel-
ebration of love and friendly coexistence
among peoples,” then the role of leaders
is crucial. And the role of forming and
strengthening leaders is even more crucial.
As Archbishop Stanislaw Rylko observed
at the 2002 National Conference, “There
is also an urgent need to form leaders so
they are adequately prepared to avoid the
danger of the ‘blind leading the blind.’”

So it was that the International Catholic
Charismatic Renewal Services (ICCRS)
convened the Twelve Days of Blessings just
outside of Rome in mid-September (see
Newsbriefs, p. 11). Several members of the
National Service Committee and I were
privileged to attend all or part of the
Twelve Days along with over one hundred
other leaders from the US.

The essence of the first two days could
perhaps be summarized in a quote and
an image.

The quote comes from Charles
Whitehead’s keynote in which he sought
to respond to the question, “What is the
nature of the Catholic Charismatic Re-
newal?” Toward the end he addressed the
participants directly with the question, “Is
my leadership in the Charismatic Renewal
something I can lay down when I feel I’ve
had enough?” He answered:

I do not believe that the call of God is
something we can take up or lay down
as we choose. It is not for us to try to
give back to God his anointing. There’s
no such thing as “retirement” for a

Christian…One day God may ask us
to withdraw from leadership—but
that’s for him to decide, not us. But it
is our task to train up new leaders, and
to give them positions of responsibil-
ity so that the work will go on. We have
been entrusted with something truly re-
markable. It’s God’s gift to us—it’s not
ours to control or do with as we choose,
or give back to him…Our responsibil-
ity is to live this grace of the Charis-
matic Renewal as fully as we can, trust-
ing in the Lord, and sharing it with
everyone we meet.

I encourage you to get the audiotape (see
information on p.11).

The second phase of the Twelve Days was
a retreat on holiness given by Fr. Raniero
Cantalamessa. Among the many power-
ful words Fr. Cantalamessa offered was the
image Michelangelo gave to one who asked
how he could sculpt such beautiful art
from stone. Michelangelo responded by
saying, “The art exists; I just chip away
that which should not be there.” So too,
Fr. Cantalamessa offered, is our holiness.
Given to us through Christian initiation
and our ongoing participation in the Eu-
charist, our holiness emerges more and
more as that which should not be there is
chipped away. (Ouch!)

It was with the same vision of forming and
strengthening leaders that the NSC, in col-
laboration with the Association of Dioc-
esan Liaisons, convened the 2003 National
Leaders’ Conference in Nashville in mid-
November (see Newsbriefs, p. 10).

In his keynote talk, Fr. Tom Forrest chal-
lenged us to “use the gifts of the Holy Spirit
to spread the fruits of the Holy Spirit.” He
also exhorted: “The Charismatic Renewal is
just beginning! We have great things to do!”

The seven hundred leaders present were
offered a rich banquet of workshops. The
conference was both a summing up of
thirty-five plus years of wisdom and a
new beginning.

Adapting the words of Pope John Paul II
about the graces from the Jubilee, it could
be expressed another way:

It is not therefore a matter of invent-
ing a “new program.” The program al-
ready exists: it is the plan found in the
Gospel and in the living Tradition, it
is the same as ever. Ultimately, it has
its center in Christ himself, who is to
be known, loved and imitated, so that
in him we may live the life of the Trin-
ity, and with him transform history
until its fulfillment in the heavenly
Jerusalem. This is a program which
does not change with shifts of times and
cultures, even though it takes account
of time and culture for the sake of true
dialogue and effective communication.
This program for all times is our pro-
gram for the Third Millennium. But it
must be translated into pastoral initia-
tives adapted to the circumstances of
each community (Novo Millennio
Ineunte, n. 15).

By God’s grace the NSC will continue to
work to strengthen leaders so as to
strengthen this Renewal, so that together
we will be able to bear the mature fruit of
a grace given for the whole church.

Finally, on behalf of the National Service
Committee present and past, I want to
thank Dorothy Ranaghan for her columns
in Pentecost Today over the last three years
(not to mention her earlier editing of Pen-
tecost Today’s forerunners, the NSC News-
letter and Chariscenter USA Newsletter). At
the start we set before her the task of re-
viewing and rephrasing those basics of
Christian maturity we all need in order to
grow into the complete Catholic Chris-
tians we are called to be. She has done an
excellent job; we have all learned from her
wisdom. May we follow her example and
pass it on. Ad multos annos. ◆
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Ministry
Update
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David Thorp
National Service Committee member
David Thorp serves as Liaison for Charis-
matic Renewal in the Archdiocese of Bos-
ton and as Director of Evangelization at
the Spiritual Life Center of the Marian
Community. David shares an evangeliza-
tion experience with us.

“This past May I traveled to Hungary with
a small team—three married couples from
Boston and a permanent deacon from
London, Ontario—for two weeks in mis-
sion. This trip, like many others I’ve made
over the past five years, was under the
sponsorship of Renewal Ministries, headed
by Ralph Martin. In two weeks we were
in six different cities, working alongside
Hungarians, where we proclaimed the ba-
sic gospel message and preached the power
of the Holy Spirit, offered teachings for
married couples, encouraged prayer groups
and local leaders, and joined in a night of
intercession for one of the cities. We
prayed with groups of fifteen and served
at a rally for seven hundred. There were
always requests for prayer ministry—of-
ten lasting hours. People were hungry for
the word of God but also desired to expe-
rience the presence and power of God
touching their needs. They came with such
expectancy that God could and would
help. God did not disappoint. The expe-
rience this past May was like previous trips:
it called for great trust in God, letting go
of our ideas, plans and even our way of
doing things, and for relying on God to
provide everything needed to do whatever
we were called to do. In his mercy, God
provided. And, he changed us even as he
ministered through us.”

Chuck Hornsby
NSC member Chuck Hornsby is a mem-
ber of the Alleluia Community in Augusta,
Georgia. He is the overall head of the Al-
leluia Community School and serves on
its school board. At this school he also
teaches philosophy and coaches volleyball.
He serves on the Community’s pastoral
team, which is responsible for pastoral care
and accountability. He is also on the
Community’s formation team and prays
for inner healing and deliverance. Chuck
shares the following.

“In early 1972 I was baptized in the Holy
Spirit. I had been a 60’s hippie and had
experienced a radical conversion. I wanted
to follow Jesus with my whole heart and
was quickly thrust into various forms of
leadership, but I was very weak and bro-
ken as a person. I became a member of the
Alleluia Community in 1977. I needed
formation, healing, deliverance and lead-
ership so that my desire to follow Jesus
completely could move from a frustrating
goal to a developing reality. Community
has been for me an ongoing source of God’s
instruction, his healing, and especially his
love. Love covered a multitude of my sins
and healed a multitude of my wounds. I
met my wife in community. I have raised
my children in community. My commu-
nity brothers and sisters have supported me
in all the ups and downs of life, have helped
me see my weaknesses and have called my
gifts into service to help build the body of
Christ. I fully expect that one day they
will put the last shovel full of dirt on my
grave in the Alleluia Cemetery. Then I
hope to hear the Father say, ‘Well done,
good and faithful servant!’ If he does I’ll
tell him, ‘I couldn’t have done it with-
out all the help you sent me.’ Thank God
for community!” ◆

Friends of the NSC
At the time of this writing, we have just
mailed our annual Christmas appeal. We
hope you have received it and have re-
sponded. Thank you for your support in
2003 and we look forward to your contin-
ued support in 2004.

2003 was a blessed year with the National
Catholic Charismatic Renewal Conference
and the National Leaders’ Conference (the
NSC’s first National Leaders’ Conference
since 1979), Regional Leaders’ Gatherings
in New Jersey, Michigan and Iowa and the
continued sale of the New Life in the Spirit
Seminars Team Manual: Catholic Edition
2000 and related materials.

One new way you can help make this new
year even better is to consider a pledge
for 2004. Pledges help us to better plan
our income and expenses, as it enables
us to anticipate the amount of donations
we will receive each month.

Pledges are not a legal contract. They can
always be stopped if circumstances
change (loss of job, death of a spouse, etc.)

Again, thank you for your support.

Why include the NSC
in your will?
The National Service Committee relies
almost entirely on gifts from individuals
to continue its mission. A bequest will
help our ongoing work of renewing the
grace of Pentecost in the life and
mission of the church.

Please consider a gift to the National
Service Committee when you make your
will or update it. Making a gift to the NSC
can be as simple as adding a codicil to
your existing will or estate plan.

You may use this or a similar statement:
“I/we bequeath  $_________________
(or % of my residual estate) to the
National Service Committee of the
Catholic Charismatic Renewal of the
United States, Inc., P.O. Box 628,
Locust Grove, VA 22508-0628.”

Please contact us for other ways to
give. And please let us know if you
have included us in your will so that we
can properly thank you.
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