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by Patti Mansfield

O
n February 18, 1967,
during the Duquesne
 Weekend, I tacked up
a note on the bulletin
board which read, “I

want a miracle!” Never could I have
imagined that the miracle would be a
worldwide ecclesial movement of at
least 120 million Catholics! It’s been
almost 50 years now that I have expe-
rienced the grace of baptism in the
Spirit manifested in so many beauti-
ful ways by various cultures. Here’s
what I see from my journeys around
the world.

EVANGELIZATION
Remember the song, “I was country
when country wasn’t cool”? I feel that
way about the New Evangelization! We
in the Renewal have been immersed
in evangelization, proclaiming “Jesus
is Lord!” since our beginnings. We were

doing it before everyone was talking
about it! By the grace of the Holy Spirit
we realized the centrality of the per-
son of Jesus Christ and the necessity of
making a personal surrender of our
whole lives to Him. This was the mes-
sage St. John Paul II gave the Church
in Novo Millenio Ineunte: Start afresh
with Christ! When I read that docu-
ment, I remember thinking, “This is
why the Lord gave us baptism in the
Spirit.”

CHARISMS
I’ve visited Brazil over 20 times in the
past two decades. The Renewal there
is 12 million strong, with many of the
participants under the age of 35! But
even in a country where the Renewal
is so strong there is a tendency for times
of praise and worship to be simply a
medley of wonderful, inspiring songs,
many from the contemporary Chris-

Renew the face
of the earth!

tian music repertoire. There is often
no opportunity (nor expectation!) for
praying and singing in tongues or
prophecy! While strong leaders have
emerged who exercise strong charisms
around the world, widespread yield-
ing to such charisms has been on the
wane. “Would that all the people were
prophets and that the Lord would
pour out His Spirit on them all,” ex-
claimed Moses (cf. Num. 11:29) and
I want to echo this sentiment. Yes,
there are different charisms and differ-
ent ministries but praying and sing-
ing in tongues has been a widely dif-
fused charism in the past, and we
should not abandon it now!  “I wish
that you would all pray in tongues
and even more that you would proph-
esy” (I Cor. 14:5). St. Paul said that,
not me!

THE POOR
In my travels I have been greatly edi-
fied at how the grace of baptism in the
Spirit has expressed itself in care for
the poor and needy. Several years ago I
spoke at an international youth con-
ference and gave a retreat to the com-
munity at Kkottongnae in South Ko-
rea. The grace of baptism in the Spirit
has flowered into the largest social ser-
vice agency in the country. Examples
abound. How moved I was to meet a
consecrated member of the Emmanuel
Community in France who has spent
years of her life traveling in caravan
with the “gens de voyage” (gypsies).
These nomadic people have come into
baptism in the Spirit through the street
preaching of the Emmanuel commu-
nity. Another outstanding outreach I
see in the Renewal wherever I go is in
the defense of the unborn through
prayer, witness, education and politi-
cal activity.

“I wish that you would
all pray in tongues and
even more that you
would prophesy.”

CHARISMATIC RENEWAL TODAY
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UNITY
I am seeing signs of a new move in this
direction of unity. Many have seen the
video of Pope Francis speaking to mem-
bers of Kenneth Copeland’s Word of
Faith Conference through the instru-
mentality of South African Evangeli-
cal Bishop Tony Palmer. In addition
to this kind of ecumenism, there is
another beautiful move of the Spirit
in bringing together various elements
of the Catholic Renewal to cooperate
in preaching the gospel. Last Pente-
cost in Jerusalem, I witnessed a dra-
matic gesture that moved me deeply.
Prominent leaders from several streams
of the Renewal pledged themselves to
work together in unity for the glory of
God. Even as I write this article, I am
in awe of the cooperation of leaders of
ICCRS, the Catholic Fraternity of
Charismatic Covenant Communities
and Fellowships, and Rinnovamento

nello Spirito Santo in preparing for an
event in Olympic Stadium that was at-
tended by our Holy Father. The Lord
loves unity. “There he commands his
blessing” (Psalm 133).

MARY!
In those places around the world where
Mary has been welcomed not only as
a “model” but as a “mother,” the Re-
newal is flourishing.  In 2006 I met a
non-denominational pastor from Swe-
den named Ulf Ekmann. I was amazed
as he plied me with questions about
consecration (or entrustment) to Mary.
Every great Marian saint and author I
referenced was one he had already read!
When I asked why he was so interested
in a topic that is usually so divisive
among Christians, he told me that he
was fascinated by the motto of the
great evangelizer John Paul II, “Totus
Tuus, Maria.” In recent months the an-

nouncement was made that Ulf and his
wife are leaving their mega church to
join the Roman Catholic Church. It’s
been a journey of course, but Our Lady
has been present along the way. And
she wants to be present along our way
as we journey to the great Jubilee in
2017. I pray that we might welcome
her as the early disciples did in that
Upper Room, that she might teach us
to cry out with new fervor, “Come Holy
Spirit as by a New Pentecost and re-
new the face of the earth!” ◆

Patti Mansfield was one of the participants
on the retreat in February of 1967 where
events took place that are often marked as

the beginning of the Catho-
lic Charismatic Renewal.
She serves with her hus-
band, Al, in the Catholic
Charismatic Renewal of
New Orleans.
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Brothers of the Beloved Disciple
1701 Alametos St.
San Antonio, TX  78201
(210) 734-6727
www.brothersofthebeloveddisciple.org
The Brothers are a Marian and charis-
matic religious community of priests and
brothers.

Disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ
P.O. Box 64,
Prayer Town, TX  79010-0064
(806) 534-2312
www.dljc.org
This is a Franciscan and charismatic
religious order of sisters, contempla-
tive with evangelistic apostolates.

RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES

by: Brother Gabriel Ruiz, BBD

The mission of the Brothers of the
Beloved Disciple (BBD) is
“With Mary, to bring the full

role of the Holy Spirit to the heart of
the Church.” The members of my com-
munity are so diverse; we have all come
from different backgrounds and differ-
ent paths of life, yet when we sit down
for dinner, it’s like all our paths have
converged to this point: we are called
to the same mission.

I came into the Brothers of the Beloved
Disciple right out of high school. I was
most definitely not the person that I
am today. I was immature, obnoxious,
and my thoughts were scattered. While
I am still growing up, this community
has given me such insight into the
Lord, myself and others. The Holy

Spirit truly is present in each one of
my brothers. Our community is at St.
Mary Magdalen Church in San Anto-
nio, where I was an altar server for
eight years before joining the commu-
nity. It was during those eight years
that I became close to the community.

This involvement ultimately led to
discerning my vocation within this
community. I remember sitting down
with my spiritual director as he told
me about a passage from the Acts of
the Apostles that described how the
disciples at Pentecost, with Mary, ex-
perienced the fullness of the Holy
Spirit, and went forth to transform the
world. At that moment I knew that I
liked this community, and I knew it
was the right one for me.

I was called to help renew the church
with all the gifts of the Holy Spirit,
including the charismatic ones. I knew
that this community would not only
encourage me with this, but also teach
me how to grow in these gifts for the
building up of the Church and the
transformation of the world. ◆

The mission of the Brothers of the
Beloved Disciple

HEALING
The healing presence of God:
Transformed by Love

Booklet edited

by Sr. Mary Anne

Schaenzer, SSND

The many facets of

healing: physical, spiritual,

emotional, psychological

are explored in this

collection of articles first

published in Pentecost

Today magazine. Healing

comes through prayer,

while at rest, through

repentance, in the

Eucharist; in all these

examples we find that love

is integral to healing.

Articles describe the

healing power of Jesus in

the Eucharist, in the trans-

forming fruit of the Spirit, in

understanding our identity

in Christ, through prayer

ministry, in Fr. Loch’s cry for

healing after a terrifying fire.

The booklet includes

questions to assist with

personal reflection and

discussion. Booklet $2.50

Leaflets describe aspects of

healing through the gifts and

fruits of the Holy Spirit.

The Word of Knowledge and

the Word of Wisdom,

Gerry Mader

Prayer Ministry, Sr. Mary

Anne Schaenzer, SSND

Healing Prayer, Chuck

Hornsby

Discernment and Discernment

of spirits, Chuck Hornsby

Leaflets .50 each

Published by the National

Service Committee.

Call 1-800-338-2445 to order,

ask about discounts.

Edited by Sr. Mary Anne Schaenzer, SSND

The healing
presence of

God:

Transformed
by Love
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For information on the Diocesan Liaison minis-
try go to www.associationofdiocesanliaisons.org.

DIOCESAN LIAISONS

by Paul Maclean

The entire workload of the dioc
esan liaison is oftentimes not
understood by many, includ-

ing the charismatic community it-
self. That is due in part to the work
required. A liaison must spend much
time in silent prayer seeking the
Holy Spirit about how best to serve
the bishop and carry out our work for
the diocese.

Even the most expert stone craftsman,
erecting a stone fence, cannot fathom
how each individual stone will even-
tually fit together to reach the final
product. As important as the final
product is, it must not only be pleas-
ing to the eye but must also be erected
with enough strength to meet its in-
tended purpose. It does little good to
have the fence be pleasing to the eye,
yet unable to withstand the slightest
challenge.

Similarly, a diocesan liaison must work
with a bishop, various diocesan person-
nel, organizations and/or groups within
a diocese (oftentimes some adverse to
the Charismatic Renewal) to attempt
to strategically fit all resources into a
“spiritual wall” that will sustain its
strength under spiritual trials.

The liaison must use a “spiritual mor-
tar,” the Holy Spirit, for the wall to
preserve the spiritual strength it needs
to withstand attacks. When allowed,
the Holy Spirit blends the ragged edges
of each diocesan group into one pow-
erful and unified structure. When “the
spiritual mortar” is gently applied it is
often unnoticed by others. Alas, this is
one reason why the liaison’s efforts are
so little appreciated.

The liaison’s attempt to discern the
Lord’s spiritual plan must be inspired
by the Holy Spirit. His gentle inspira-

tion can be better understood by con-
sidering some of Pope Paul VI’s state-
ments in paragraph No. 75 of
Evangelii Nuntiandi. Although he
speaks particularly to evangelization,
one need only adapt his statements
to the work of the liaison (italics are
insertions by the author): 

75. Evangelization (The fulfillment of
a liaison’s work) will never be possible
without the action of the Holy Spirit…
Techniques of evangelization (used by
the liaison) are good, but even the
most advanced ones could not replace
the gentle action of the Spirit. The
most perfect preparation of the evan-
gelizer (liaison) has no effect without
the Holy Spirit. ◆

Paul Maclean is a former Liaison for the
Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux and now
serves the diocese as its Coordinator of the
New Evangelization.

The work of the Diocesan Liaison

Meeting with over 50,000 Re-
newal participants from 55
countries in Rome’s Olympic

Stadium, at the invitation of the Ital-
ian Renewal for their 37th National Con-
vocation, the Holy Father said, among
many things:

“You were born of the will of the
Spirit as ‘a current of grace in the
Church and for the Church.’ This is
your definition: a current of grace.”

“You have received the great gift of
the diversity of charisms, diversity that
leads to the harmony of the Holy Spirit,
to the service of the Church.”

“Charismatic Renewal is a great
force at the service of the proclamation
of the Gospel, in the joy of the Holy
Spirit.”

“I have been asked to tell the Re-
newal what the Pope expects from you.

The first thing is conversion to the love
of Jesus, which changes life and makes
of the Christian a witness of the Love
of God. The Church expects this wit-
ness of Christian life and the Holy
Spirit helps us to live the coherence of
the Gospel for our holiness.

I expect from you that you share
with all, in the Church, the grace of
Baptism in the Holy Spirit (expression
that is read in the Acts of the Apostles).
I expect from you an evangelization
with the Word of God which proclaims
that Jesus is alive and loves all men.

I expect that you give witness of
spiritual ecumenism with all those
brothers and sisters of other Churches
and Christian communities who believe
in Jesus as Lord and Savior.

That you remain united in the love
that the Lord Jesus asks of us for all

men, and in the prayer to the Holy
Spirit to come to this unity, necessary
for evangelization in the name of Jesus.
Remember that “the Charismatic Re-
newal is by its very nature ecumenical …
Catholic Renewal rejoices over what the
Holy Spirit carries out in the other
Churches.”

Be close to the poor, the needy, to
touch in their flesh the flesh of Jesus.
Be close, please!”

“Brothers and sisters, remember:
adore the Lord God: this is the foun-
dation! To adore God. Seek sanctity in
the new life of the Holy Spirit.”

“And I am waiting for all of you,
Charismatics the world over, to cel-
ebrate with the Pope your great jubi-
lee on the feast of Pentecost 2017 in
Saint Peter’s Square! Thank you!” ◆

Pope Francis Speaks to the Renewal
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Friends of
the NSCFrom the

Executive
Director

by Walter Matthews

Charisms and more

It was music to my ears to hear Pope
Francis, speaking to the Renewal
Convocation in Rome (to all of us)

say, “You have received the great gift of
the diversity of charisms, diversity that
leads to the harmony of the Holy Spirit,
to the service of the Church.” This ech-
oes what Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI
said a few years ago about the impor-
tant role the Renewal has in helping
the whole Church be aware of and em-
brace charisms.

As you know, this Year in our 5-Year
Journey to the Jubilee is focused on
“The Year of Charisms and Grace for
the Church.” At the recent Association
of Diocesan Liaisons Conference we
came together to explore the theme
“Grace and Charisms: the New Spring-
time of the Church.” Papers were pre-
sented by Dr. Mary Healy, Fr. Bob
Hogan, BBD, and myself. Not because
of my involvement, but because of the
importance of the topic, I encourage
Liaisons to pay the Annual dues and
get the papers and disseminate what is
in them to the Renewal. (I encourage
Renewal participants to help your Li-
aison pay the dues, if necessary, so that
the Renewal in your [Arch] Diocese can
benefit.)

The Holy Father cautioned us against
“the danger of excessive organization.”
As I wrote in my paper, “we need to
make fresh the wineskins of the Re-
newal into which we hope that new
wine will be poured.” The Service Com-
mittee is working on a 5 Year Strategic
Plan to help us better prepare to serve

the Lord in this moment of the out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit and the
work of the New Evangelization. Plan-
ning is not opposed to being led by
the Spirit! “Yes, you need organization,
but do not lose the grace of letting God
be God!” (Pope Francis) We ask your
prayer that we can do just that as we
go forward in the planning process.

Next year the theme for our journey
will be “The Year of Unity.” The Na-
tional Leadership Groups leading the
preparation have developed a statement
on the theme and subthemes for the
year. It is on our website. We encour-
age all, especially leaders, to down-
load it, pray with it, work with it and
act as the Holy Spirit prompts. Pope
Francis, in answering what the Pope
expects from us said, “That you remain
united in the love that the Lord Jesus
asks of us for all men, and in the
prayer to the Holy Spirit to come to
this unity, necessary for evangeliza-
tion in the name of Jesus…. Seek the
unity of the Renewal, unity that comes
from the Trinity!”

Finally, the National Leaders’ and Min-
istries’ Conference will be held Novem-
ber 7-9 in Pittsburgh. If you are read-
ing this you are invited! We especially
want to recommend that leaders pool
their money and send young(er) lead-
ers (35 and under)—perhaps not from
the prayer group but from Life Teen,
or the parish youth minister—to attend
so that this grace may pass to the next
generations.

Our theme is IGNITE: Charisms/Re-
newal/Unity. I’ll be there. I hope you
will be too!  ◆

Toward the Jubilee:
We are happy to announce that as we
end Phase 1 of the Toward the Jubilee:
50 Years of Grace for the New Evangeli-
zation Campaign we have raised over
$200,000 in gifts and pledges, from
members of the Service Committee, the
NSC Council, the Campaign Commit-
tee and a limited number of donors and
leaders approached in our Feasibility
Study last year, toward our $1,000,000
goal. (For more information, see Dea-
con Dan Pudvah’s “What We Have Seen
and Heard” in the last issue of Pente-
cost Today.)

We are just beginning Phase 2, reach-
ing out to some of our top donors over
the last five years. We ask your contin-
ued prayer for the campaign and its suc-
cess so we can continue to respond to
the needs and opportunities as we move
to the Renewal’s Jubilee in 2017 and
the work of the New Evangelization, es-
pecially to the young and the poor as
our Holy Father has again reminded all
of us in his meeting with the Renewal in
Rome.

In memoriam:
We want to thank those who gave over
the recent months in honor or in memory
of family, friends and Renewal members.

Dr. Waldro Buenafe, Anna Largo and Joe
Russell. Honored were Purita and
Michelle Buenafe. In a special way we
want to thank Ms. Sonya Keimig Privilegi
and her family for a recent gift from the
trust she set up before she died. Her
trustee wrote, “Ms. Privilegi has always
been impressed with your work and it is
hoped this contribution will help with
your endeavors.”

Not a donor?
Please use the enclosed envelope in
support not only of Pentecost Today but
of all the work and ministry of the NSC.
The enclosed envelope may be used
by anyone to support the ongoing work
of the National Service Committee.

Or visit our website, www.nsc-
chariscenter.org, to make a secure credit
card donation. The website is simple for
you to use and cost effective for us.
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The National Service Committee-
Chariscenter USA is a 501(c)3 nonprofit
organization. Contributions to defray the
cost of this publication are gratefully ac-
cepted and are tax deductible to the ex-
tent allowed by law.

Please mail to:
National Service Committee
Chariscenter USA
PO Box 628
Locust Grove, VA 22508-0628

Tel. (540) 972-0225
www.nsc-chariscenter.org

National Service Committee members:
Jane Guenther (Chairman)
Jim Archer
Jane Barz
Johnny Bertucci
Caroline Gambale-Dirkes
Bp. Sam Jacobs
Fr. Jeff Kegley
Sr. Lucy Lukasiewicz, DLJC
Tom Mangan
Casey Sprehe
Tammie Stevens

What we have
seen and heard

by Caroline and Dan Dirkes

Growing up in the Renewal as
a child, I (Caroline) often
heard about the tens of thou-

sands of people that attended the Notre
Dame conferences. It was hard to
imagine until we attended the 37th

Italian National Convocation with
52,000 people from 55 countries gath-
ering together in Olympic Stadium in
Rome. What an amazing event!

Leading up to the historical moment
when the Holy Father would join us
to pray and give the Renewal his bless-
ing, prayers and advice, we experienced
inspiring talks and beautiful praise and
worship, including an intercessory
prayer session led by Patti Mansfield.

When the Holy Father arrived at Olym-
pic Stadium, he chose to park his car
at the entrance tunnel into the sta-
dium and walk along the edge of the
crowd all the way up to the stage, wav-
ing to the assembly and blessing us as
we sang a favorite song of his—”Vive
Jesús el Señor” (“The Lord Jesus
Lives”). The fatherhood, joy, and hu-
mility of the Holy Father—in words
and actions—deeply moved and up-

lifted the people of God. In true Pope
Francis fashion he reminded us that in
the early days of the Renewal,
charismatics were known for carrying
their bibles wherever they went and
challenged us to return to this prac-
tice if we had abandoned it. We hung
on every word he spoke to us and took
to heart his exhortation to evangeliza-
tion, spiritual ecumenism and care of
the poor and needy.

During times of praise and worship, it
deeply moved us to watch as the Pope
raised his hands in worship along with
the rest of us. It was truly powerful to
be among 50,000 people who were
extending their hands, singing in
tongues and praying for the “Spirit of
the Living God” to “fall afresh” on Pope
Francis!

At the end of the session when Pope
Francis was leaving the stadium, par-
ents were lifting their children down
onto the field to run and receive a bless-
ing from him and it was beautiful to
watch as he lovingly embraced and
kissed each child who ran up to him.
Before he got into his car to leave, he

took a very purposeful detour and
walked along the disabled seating area,
offering his love, encouragement and
blessings to the people there, prompt-
ing my husband to turn to me and say
what everyone in the stadium was
thinking— “I love this guy!”  ◆

Caroline and Dan Dirkes co-founded
2Tim4 Ministries that brings the Gospel
message using new methods and vigor
through parish missions, conferences, re-
treats and music ministry. They have trav-
eled throughout the U.S. and Canada
making the baptism of the Holy Spirit
accessible to people of all ages. Caroline
has been a member of the NSC for seven
years. Caroline & Dan live in NJ with
their three young children.

Notes from the Italian National Convocation

Why include the NSC
in your will?

As you know the National Service
Committee relies almost entirely on
gifts from individuals to continue its
mission. We ask you to please con-
sider a gift to the National Service
Committee when you make your will
or update it. Making a gift to the NSC
can be as simple as adding a codicil
to your existing will or estate plan.

You may use this or a similar state-
ment: “I/we bequeath $__________
____________________________
(or % of my residual estate) to the Na-
tional Service Committee of the Catho-
lic Charismatic Renewal of the United
States, Inc. P.O. Box 628, Locust Grove,
VA 22508-0628.”

Please let us know if you have included
us in your will so that we can properly
thank you.
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The Vision Statement  of
the National Service Committee

Catholic Charismatic Renewal invites all people to
experience the Holy Spirit who opens us to a life-changing
relationship with Jesus Christ and the love of the Father.
The Holy Spirit empowers us for personal holiness,
renewed Catholic life, and evangelization.

If serving in your prayer group, parish, 
ministry or are seeking growth in the Spirit.

NATIONAL 
LEADERS’ & 
MINISTRIES’ 
CONFERENCE
Nov. 7-9, 2014 Pittsburgh, PA

You Are Invited

Principal Speakers 
Fr. Killian Loch, O.S.B., 
Michelle Moran,
Mark Nimo, and Fr. 
Dave Pivonka, TOR. 

Other Speakers:
Bishop Sam Jacobs, 
John and Therese 
Boucher, Deacon 
Dennis and 
Elizabeth Chitwood, 
John & Mary Jane 
Gresham, Fr. Bob 
Hogan, BBD, 
Renee Marazon, 
Deacon Carlos 
Nogueira & Alan 
Schreck.

Music by Bob Rice 
and Band.

For more information or to register call 800-338-2445 or visit     

  www.nsc-chariscenter.org 
 or potential leaders, or those serving in any m

inistry 

  Young Leaders Track for leaders in the Renewal

Cost $25

Rates $79, $145 (for couples) 
 After Sept. 31  $89, $165

      (Youth, Parish, etc.) 35 or younger 


